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“If you want a book about architecture which is informative, provocative, offers
new paradigms on the way we describe architecture, is both soundly academic,
and as compelling to read as a good novel, look no further.” —Kester Ratenbury
In this groundbreaking book, Alice T. Friedman investigates how women patrons
of architecture were essential catalysts for innovation in domestic architectural
design. By looking at such iconic houses as Hollyhock House (Frank Lloyd
Wright), the Truus Schröder House (Gerrit Rietveld), the Edith Farnsworth
House (Ludwig Mies van der Rohe), the Constance Perkins House (Richard
Neutra), and the Vanna Venturi House (Robert Venturi), she explores the
challenges that unconventional attitudes and ways of life presented to
architectural thinking—and to the architects themselves. Detailed
portraits—fashioned from personal letters, diaries, office records, photo albums,
and interviews—of the clients and architects reveal the private passions and
struggles that women and men of talent and creativity brought to these projects,
and suggest the rich cultural and artistic context in which each house was created.
The works considered are thus brought to life through the people who
commissioned, designed, and lived in them.
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“If you want a book about architecture which is informative, provocative, offers new paradigms on the way
we describe architecture, is both soundly academic, and as compelling to read as a good novel, look no
further.” —Kester Ratenbury
In this groundbreaking book, Alice T. Friedman investigates how women patrons of architecture were
essential catalysts for innovation in domestic architectural design. By looking at such iconic houses as
Hollyhock House (Frank Lloyd Wright), the Truus Schröder House (Gerrit Rietveld), the Edith Farnsworth
House (Ludwig Mies van der Rohe), the Constance Perkins House (Richard Neutra), and the Vanna Venturi
House (Robert Venturi), she explores the challenges that unconventional attitudes and ways of life presented
to architectural thinking—and to the architects themselves. Detailed portraits—fashioned from personal
letters, diaries, office records, photo albums, and interviews—of the clients and architects reveal the private
passions and struggles that women and men of talent and creativity brought to these projects, and suggest the
rich cultural and artistic context in which each house was created. The works considered are thus brought to
life through the people who commissioned, designed, and lived in them.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Social and architectural historian Alice T. Friedman asks the question, "Why is it that an unexpectedly large
number of the most significant and original houses built in Europe and America in the 20th century--houses
that stand out not only as examples of modern design but also for their innovative approaches to domestic
space--were commissioned by female clients?" She answers with a penetrating look at houses created by
well-known client-architect pairs, such as Sarah Stein and Le Corbusier, Edith Farnsworth and Mies van der
Rohe, and more than one independent woman who irritated Frank Lloyd Wright by staying in charge of a
project. Friedman writes with brilliance and depth about these pairs' shared ideals, their frequent disputes,
and the monuments of modernism that resulted from their complex relationships. --Margaret Moorman

Review
"If you want a book about architecture which is informative, provocative, offers new paradigms on the way
we describe architecture, is both soundly academic, and as compelling to read as a good novel, look no
further." Kester Ratenbury"

About the Author

Alice T. Friedman is Grace Slack McNeil Professor of the History of American Art and Director of the
McNeil Program for Studies in American Art at Wellesley College in Massachusetts. She is author of House
and Household in Elizabethan England: Wollaton Hall and the Willoughby Family.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christina Evert:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Examining a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Women and the
Making of the Modern House book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Juan Higgins:

The ability that you get from Women and the Making of the Modern House could be the more deep you
looking the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but Women and the Making of the Modern House giving you joy
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone
who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your
own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Women and the Making of the
Modern House instantly.



Michelle Huffman:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Women and the Making of the Modern House offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Herbert Oakley:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Women and the Making of the Modern House was
colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Women and the Making of the Modern
House has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make
you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to
like reading in which.
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