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The United States in 1800 by Henry Adams is a compilation of the first six
chapters of his magnum opus, History of the United States of America during the
Administrations of Thomas Jefferson and James Madison. In this volume, Adams
explains how personalities and events from this period shaped the main lines of
American national development.

The achievement of Adams’s historical masterpiece (most specifically the first
six chapters) is that it so fittingly presents the theme of what America is all about.
It not only explains what Adams and others in his time described as the
revolution of 1800, but it also offers a key to two other national revolutions that
were to come, those of 1860 and 1991.

The first rebellion changed the nature of American politics by abolishing the
notion of federalism—the effort by the authors of the Constitution to limit voting
to the educated and wealthy. The party that came into power, led by Thomas
Jefferson and his presidential successor, James Madison, advocated democracy
and a wider suffrage. They sought to include in the government men not only
from New England but also from the Middle States, the South, and the new West.
In The United States in 1800, Adams details how this led to a much greater
change in America’s national fortunes. He examines how out of a relatively
primitive state of affairs came the greatest nation on earth, measured not only in
national power but also in national virtue. Even in those early years, Adams
sensed a strength in democracy that outweighed its defects.

This broader appraisal of the United States is what makes this primary source
volume so relevant today. It was this strength of democracy that kept the nation
together after the revolution in 1860—the Civil War—and continues to keep it
together following the drastic changes that have ensued since the fall of the
USSR in 1991, so that today, as the only remaining superpower, the United
States finds itself vulnerable to the willfulness of small groups of dissatisfied
individuals. By exploring the origins of American democracy, we can learn what
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Adams knew back in the 1800s—that a pride in democracy and a willingness to
make it prevail were all that people needed to free them from the chains of the
past and perils in the future. Teachers of American history will welcome this
volume to fill the void in the material available for classroom use.
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The United States in 1800 by Henry Adams is a compilation of the first six chapters of his magnum opus,
History of the United States of America during the Administrations of Thomas Jefferson and James Madison.
In this volume, Adams explains how personalities and events from this period shaped the main lines of
American national development.

The achievement of Adams’s historical masterpiece (most specifically the first six chapters) is that it so
fittingly presents the theme of what America is all about. It not only explains what Adams and others in his
time described as the revolution of 1800, but it also offers a key to two other national revolutions that were to
come, those of 1860 and 1991.

The first rebellion changed the nature of American politics by abolishing the notion of federalism—the effort
by the authors of the Constitution to limit voting to the educated and wealthy. The party that came into
power, led by Thomas Jefferson and his presidential successor, James Madison, advocated democracy and a
wider suffrage. They sought to include in the government men not only from New England but also from the
Middle States, the South, and the new West. In The United States in 1800, Adams details how this led to a
much greater change in America’s national fortunes. He examines how out of a relatively primitive state of
affairs came the greatest nation on earth, measured not only in national power but also in national virtue.
Even in those early years, Adams sensed a strength in democracy that outweighed its defects.

This broader appraisal of the United States is what makes this primary source volume so relevant today. It
was this strength of democracy that kept the nation together after the revolution in 1860—the Civil
War—and continues to keep it together following the drastic changes that have ensued since the fall of the
USSR in 1991, so that today, as the only remaining superpower, the United States finds itself vulnerable to
the willfulness of small groups of dissatisfied individuals. By exploring the origins of American democracy,
we can learn what Adams knew back in the 1800s—that a pride in democracy and a willingness to make it
prevail were all that people needed to free them from the chains of the past and perils in the future. Teachers
of American history will welcome this volume to fill the void in the material available for classroom use.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
Introduction by Robert H. Ferrell

About the Author

Henry Adams, great-grandson of John Adams and grandson of John Quincy Adams, was born in Boston on
February 16, 1838. He died in Washington, D.C., on March 27, 1918. While his most famous work was
History of the United States of America during the Administrations of Thomas Jefferson and James Madison,
he is also known and respected for The Education of Henry Adams.

Robert H. Ferrell is Professor Emeritus of History at Indiana University. He is the author or editor of
numerous books, including Collapse at Meuse-Argonne: The Failure of the Missouri-Kansas Division;
Harry S. Truman: A Life; and The Dying President: Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1944–1945, all available from
the University of Missouri Press. Ferrell resides in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Allison Sala:

Often the book The United States in 1800 has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article
book.

Judith Lucas:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The United States in 1800, you may enjoy both. It is
good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its
mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Bessie Hall:

Beside this particular The United States in 1800 in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have



The United States in 1800 because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have
this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Daisy Harris:

This The United States in 1800 is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some information as
it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The United States in 1800 can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself
in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't
miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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