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Since its publication in 1995, The Beginning of Desire has opened new pathways
in the reading of the Bible. Avivah Gottlieb Zornberg’s innovative use of
midrash, literature, philosophy, and psychoanalysis draws deeply upon the
familiar biblical narratives to produce interpretations that are at once startlingly
beautiful and completely authentic. Illuminating the tensions that grip human
beings as they search for an encounter with God, Zornberg gives us a brilliant
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Editorial Review

Review
“Deserves to be the most widely read book on the Bible in years, perhaps decades.”
—Jewish Exponent
 
“Not only is Zornberg’s book leagues removed from popular trivializations, it also does what all successful
midrash is meant to do: open up new perspectives on ancient texts.”
 —Commonweal
 
“A sinewy, powerful, and hauntingly beautiful reanimation of the ancient text of early Israel and of their
heroes and heroines.”
—Publishers Weekly
 
“Spectacular readings . . . A beautiful and arresting exercise in biblical literary criticism; highly
recommended.”
—Library Journal
 
“Zornberg brings a brilliant mastery of psychology, literature, and Judaismto bear on the Bible . . . This is an
extraordinary book.”
—The Jerusalem Report

About the Author

AVIVAH GOTTLIEB ZORNBERG is the author of The Begginning of Desire: Reflections on Genesis
(and winner of the National Jewish Book Award), The Particulars of Rapture: Reflections on Exodus, and
The Murmuring Deep: Reflections on the Biblical Unconscious. She lectures widely in Israel, the United
States, Canada, and the United Kingdom. She lives in Jerusalem.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Rogers:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this The Beginning of Desire:
Reflections on Genesis book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.



Clarence Cobb:

This The Beginning of Desire: Reflections on Genesis tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The reason of this The Beginning of Desire: Reflections on Genesis can be among the great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with
information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Beginning
of Desire: Reflections on Genesis forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Edward Bastian:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is The Beginning of Desire: Reflections on Genesis this book consist a lot of
the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Pamelia Thompson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Beginning of Desire:
Reflections on Genesis which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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