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Stephen L. Dyson has spent a lifetime studying and teaching the history of
ancient Rome. That unparalleled knowledge is reflected in his magisterial
overview of the Eternal City.

Rather than look only at the physical development of the city?its buildings,
monuments, and urban spaces?Dyson also explores its social, economic, and
cultural histories. This unique approach situates Rome against a background of
comparative urban history and theory, allowing Dyson to examine the dynamic
society that once thrived there. In his personal effort to reconstruct the city,
Dyson populates its streets with the hurried politicians, hawking vendors, and
animated students that once lived, worked, and studied there, bringing the ancient
city to life for a new generation of students and tourists.

Dyson follows Rome as it developed between the third century BC and the fourth
century AD, dividing the great megalopolis into distinct neighborhoods and
locales. He shows how these communities, each with its own unique customs and
colorful inhabitants, eventually grew into the great imperial capital of the Italian
Empire.

Dyson integrates the full range of sources available?literary, artistic, epigraphic,
and archaeological?to create a comprehensive history of the monumental city. In
doing so, he offers a dramatic picture of a complex and changing urban center
that, despite its flaws, flourished for centuries.
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Stephen L. Dyson has spent a lifetime studying and teaching the history of ancient Rome. That unparalleled
knowledge is reflected in his magisterial overview of the Eternal City.

Rather than look only at the physical development of the city?its buildings, monuments, and urban
spaces?Dyson also explores its social, economic, and cultural histories. This unique approach situates Rome
against a background of comparative urban history and theory, allowing Dyson to examine the dynamic
society that once thrived there. In his personal effort to reconstruct the city, Dyson populates its streets with
the hurried politicians, hawking vendors, and animated students that once lived, worked, and studied there,
bringing the ancient city to life for a new generation of students and tourists.

Dyson follows Rome as it developed between the third century BC and the fourth century AD, dividing the
great megalopolis into distinct neighborhoods and locales. He shows how these communities, each with its
own unique customs and colorful inhabitants, eventually grew into the great imperial capital of the Italian
Empire.

Dyson integrates the full range of sources available?literary, artistic, epigraphic, and archaeological?to create
a comprehensive history of the monumental city. In doing so, he offers a dramatic picture of a complex and
changing urban center that, despite its flaws, flourished for centuries.
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Editorial Review

Review

A well-written account notable for its attention to the human side of Imperial Rome and the livelihoods of its
inhabitants as well as to the personalities of its leaders and the lavish history of the creation of their
monumental capital.

(R. Ross Holloway, Brown University)

An important addition to the literature on classical Rome... Highly recommended.

(Choice)

This exploration of Rome and what happened there seeks not only to examine the physical and structural
evolution of the city from earliest times until the early Christian era, but also to explore its social and cultural
history.

(Oxbow Book News)

This book successfully manages to link the tangible remains to the wider themes of Roman history.

(Jerry Toner Journal of Roman Studies)

About the Author

Stephen L. Dyson is a professor of classics at the University at Buffalo and has spent his career writing
about archaeology and Roman history. His numerous books include In Pursuit of Ancient Pasts: A History of
Classical Archaeology in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries, The Roman Countryside, and Community
and Society in Roman Italy, also published by Johns Hopkins.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rodney Hussey:

Here thing why this specific Rome: A Living Portrait of an Ancient City (Ancient Society and History) are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Rome: A Living Portrait of an Ancient
City (Ancient Society and History) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Rome: A Living Portrait of an Ancient City (Ancient
Society and History). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about
the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring



everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of Rome: A Living Portrait of an Ancient City (Ancient Society and
History) in e-book can be your alternative.

Terry Pullen:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Rome: A
Living Portrait of an Ancient City (Ancient Society and History) suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Rome: A Living Portrait of an Ancient City
(Ancient Society and History)is one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring
that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Florence Williams:

The e-book with title Rome: A Living Portrait of an Ancient City (Ancient Society and History) has a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Wilma Richards:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it.
It is referred to as of book Rome: A Living Portrait of an Ancient City (Ancient Society and History).
Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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