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At the edge of civilization, nature and evil collide in what “stands out as one of
the decade’s best books of its kind” (Alan Cheuse, Boston Globe).

Written with “force and precision and grace” (John Wilwol, New York Times
Book Review) Hold the Dark is a “taut and unforgettable journey into the heart of
darkness” (Dennis Lehane). At the start of another pitiless winter, wolves have
taken three children from the remote Alaskan village of Keelut, including the six-
year-old son of Medora and Vernon Slone. Wolf expert Russell Core is called in
to investigate these killings and discovers an unholy truth harbored by Medora
before she disappears. When her husband returns home to discover his boy dead
and his wife missing, he begins a maniacal pursuit that cuts a bloody swath
across the frozen landscape. With the help of a local police detective, Core
attempts to find Medora before her husband does, setting in motion a deadly
chain of events in this “chilling, mysterious, and completely engaging novel”
(Tim O’Brien) that marks the arrival of a major American writer.
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At the edge of civilization, nature and evil collide in what “stands out as one of the decade’s best books of its
kind” (Alan Cheuse, Boston Globe).

Written with “force and precision and grace” (John Wilwol, New York Times Book Review) Hold the Dark is
a “taut and unforgettable journey into the heart of darkness” (Dennis Lehane). At the start of another pitiless
winter, wolves have taken three children from the remote Alaskan village of Keelut, including the six-year-
old son of Medora and Vernon Slone. Wolf expert Russell Core is called in to investigate these killings and
discovers an unholy truth harbored by Medora before she disappears. When her husband returns home to
discover his boy dead and his wife missing, he begins a maniacal pursuit that cuts a bloody swath across the
frozen landscape. With the help of a local police detective, Core attempts to find Medora before her husband
does, setting in motion a deadly chain of events in this “chilling, mysterious, and completely engaging
novel” (Tim O’Brien) that marks the arrival of a major American writer.
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Editorial Review

Review
“[F]ierce, extraordinary…. An unnerving and intimate portrayal of nature gone awry. . . . Spectacularly
violent and exquisitely written.”
- John Wilwol, New York Times Book Review

“A taut, muscular and often unforgettable journey into the heart of darkness. Epic, relentless, and beautifully
realized.”
- Dennis Lehane , author of Mystic River

“A chilling, mysterious, and completely engaging novel that will keep readers turning pages late into the
night. The cold and unforgiving Alaskan wild becomes much more than a backdrop for this spellbinding
story. It becomes a character?a living creature with its own hungers, its own secrets, its own icy motives, its
own implacable will. I was entranced.”
- Tim O'Brien

“Giraldi’s back-country Alaska is a savagely amoral place where the constant struggle for survival brings out
the most elemental aspects of humanity. This work travels deep into the most ancient and primitive realms of
being, offering an unflinching?and more than a little frightening?exploration of the domains of the
unconscious that are more commonly the province of myth and fairy tale.”
- Library Journal, Starred review

“Maybe it all began with Graham Greene’s Brighton Rock in 1938, but there is a variety of modern thriller,
created these days by Robert Stone and Denis Johnson at their best, that delivers narrative thrust and
beautifully composed sentences by the pageful even as it peels away the thin membrane that separates
entertainment from art, and nature from civilization. Here’s Boston writer William Giraldi adding to the
slender ranks of such masterly fiction… [Hold the Dark] certainly stands out as one of the decade’s best
books of its kind, and one that deserves, because of its stylish flaunting of some of our darkest fears, a future
readership.”
- Alan Cheuse, Boston Globe

About the Author
William Giraldi is the author of the critically acclaimed novel Busy Monsters and is fiction editor for the
journal AGNI at Boston University. He lives in Boston with his wife and sons.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Phillip Barker:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Hold the Dark: A Novel. Try to face the book Hold the Dark: A
Novel as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more



confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Jerry Gunnell:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important normally. The book Hold the Dark: A Novel ended up being making
you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for
you. The book Hold the Dark: A Novel is not only giving you far more new information but also for being
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship using the book Hold the Dark: A Novel. You never sense lose out for everything in case
you read some books.

Coralee Lowe:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top collection in your reading list is Hold the Dark: A Novel. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills
can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you
can get many advantages.

Joyce Washington:

You may get this Hold the Dark: A Novel by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it
could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are
various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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