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Despite three decades of preoccupation with development in Africa, the
economies of most African nations are still stagnating or regressing. For most
Africans, incomes are lower than they were two decades ago, health prospects are
poorer, malnourishment is widespread, and infrastructures and social institutions
are breaking down.

An array of factors have been offered to explain the apparent failure of
development in Africa, including the colonial legacy, social pluralism,
corruption, poor planning and incompetent management, limited in-flow of
foreign capital, and low levels of saving and investment. Alone or in
combination, these factors are serious impediments to development, but Claude
Ake contends that the problem is not that development has failed, but that it was
never really on the agenda. He maintains that political conditions in Africa are
the greatest impediment to development.

In this book, Ake traces the evolution and failure of development policies,
including the IMF stabilization programs that have dominated international
efforts. He identifies the root causes of the problem in the authoritarian political
structure of the African states derived from the previous colonial entities. Ake
sketches the alternatives that are struggling to emerge from calamitous failure--
economic development based on traditional agriculture, political development
based on the decentralization of power, and reliance on indigenous communities
that have been providing some measure of refuge from the coercive power of the
central state. Ake's argument may become a new paradigm for development in
Africa.
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Despite three decades of preoccupation with development in Africa, the economies of most African nations
are still stagnating or regressing. For most Africans, incomes are lower than they were two decades ago,
health prospects are poorer, malnourishment is widespread, and infrastructures and social institutions are
breaking down.

An array of factors have been offered to explain the apparent failure of development in Africa, including the
colonial legacy, social pluralism, corruption, poor planning and incompetent management, limited in-flow of
foreign capital, and low levels of saving and investment. Alone or in combination, these factors are serious
impediments to development, but Claude Ake contends that the problem is not that development has failed,
but that it was never really on the agenda. He maintains that political conditions in Africa are the greatest
impediment to development.

In this book, Ake traces the evolution and failure of development policies, including the IMF stabilization
programs that have dominated international efforts. He identifies the root causes of the problem in the
authoritarian political structure of the African states derived from the previous colonial entities. Ake sketches
the alternatives that are struggling to emerge from calamitous failure--economic development based on
traditional agriculture, political development based on the decentralization of power, and reliance on
indigenous communities that have been providing some measure of refuge from the coercive power of the
central state. Ake's argument may become a new paradigm for development in Africa.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Despite three decades of preoccupations with development in Africa, the economies of most African nations
are still-stagnating or regressing.

About the Author

Claude Ake is director of the Centre for Advanced Social Science in Port Harcourt, Nigeria.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cora Morrell:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Democracy and
Development in Africa. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Lisa Shumaker:

The reason why? Because this Democracy and Development in Africa is an unordinary book that the inside
of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes
the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot
of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Donna Salerno:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Democracy and Development in Africa this publication consist a lot of
the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.



Elizabeth Givens:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Democracy and Development in Africa we can get more advantage. Don't you to
be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book Democracy and Development in
Africa. You can more pleasing than now.
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