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This comprehensive new edition of Wardhaugh’s textbook incorporates
additional study features and numerous new and updated references to bring the
book completely up-to-date, whilst maintaining the features that made the book
so popular with lecturers and students: accessible coverage of a wide range of
issues, clearly written, and with useful student study features.

A fully revised new edition of Ronald Wardhaugh’s popular introduction to●

sociolinguistics, which now includes over 150 new and updated references and
new study features throughout
Features new “Explorations” sections in each chapter incorporating suggested●

readings, discussion sections, and exercises – all designed to encourage
students to develop their own skills and ideas
Reflects new developments in the field, providing greater focus on ideas such●

as identity, solidarity, and markedness
Provides balanced coverage of a range of topics, including: language dialects,●

pidgins and Creoles, codes, bilingualism, speech communities, variation, words
and culture, ethnographies, solidarity and politeness, talk and action, gender,
disadvantage, and planning
Comprehensive and accessible, it is the ideal introduction for students coming●

to sociolinguistics for the first time
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Editorial Review

Review
"Comprehensively, the book provides a rich source of overviews of the field of sociolinguistics that will
undoubtedly afford researchers and students in the area insightful knowledge evoking additional future
dialogue and research." (LINGUIST List, December 2010)

Praise for Previous Editions

“The standard text in advanced undergraduate and introductory graduate courses” (Language)

“Among the various introductions to sociolinguistics, this one certainly stands out in its
comprehensiveness… it offers a wealth of relevant and correct information” (Sociolinguistica)

Review
"In this revised and updated edition of his classic text, Wardaugh brings us a smartly revitalized presentation,
including up to the minute, current advances in sociolinguistics. While An Introduction to Sociolinguistics
retains its comprehensive coverage and accessible style, it also presents students with a contemporary text
that is sure to spark interest in the discipline."
–Alexandra D’Arcy, University of Canterbury

"Wardhaugh has long provided teachers and introductory students with a clear yet challenging introductory
textbook that is prized by all who value broad understanding of the full scope of sociolinguistic study. This
latest edition once again ensures that readers are up-to-date in even the most rapidly advancing areas of
research, including language and identity and language and gender. In addition, it offers enhanced reader
engagement through the inclusion of thought-provoking questions and hands-on exercises generously
distributed throughout each chapter. Wardhaugh has long been a staple in my introductory sociolinguistics
classes, and the text is now even more indespensible than ever."
–Natalie Schilling-Estes, Georgetown University

From the Back Cover
Ronald Wardhaugh’s An Introduction to Sociolinguistics has been a cornerstone of courses in the field for
over two decades, maintaining its popularity by combining clear and accessible coverage of a wide range of
issues with useful student study features. This comprehensive sixth edition retains these strengths, but has
also been updated throughout to reflect developments in the field. New chapter-by-chapter “explorations”
sections have been added which encourage students to actively engage with tkey issues in sociolinguistics.

The sixth edition includes greater focus on ideas of identity, solidarity, and markedness, while the features
that have made this work a classic – the balanced coverage of issues ranging from language dialects and
variation, code-switching, bilingualism, and speech communities, to ethnographies, gender, and disadvantage
– have been updated to reflect the latest research. Accessible and engaging, this is an ideal introduction for
both undergraduates and graduate students with little or no background in sociolinguistics.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Powers:

Here thing why this An Introduction to Sociolinguistics are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food
or not. An Introduction to Sociolinguistics giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with An Introduction to Sociolinguistics. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of An
Introduction to Sociolinguistics in e-book can be your substitute.

Kimberly Lunceford:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this An Introduction to Sociolinguistics
book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Audrey Spence:

The reason? Because this An Introduction to Sociolinguistics is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside
of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So ,
still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Angela Joseph:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love An Introduction to Sociolinguistics, you
can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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