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This landmark book dispels the idea that the period between the Second World
War and the unification of the armed services in 1968 constituted the Canadian
Army's "golden age." Drawing on recently declassified documents, Peter
Kasurak depicts an era clouded by the military leadership's failure to loosen the
grasp of British army culture, produce its own doctrine, and advise political
leaders effectively. The discrepancy between the army's goals and the Canadian
state's aspirations as a peacemaker in the postwar world resulted in a series of
civilian-military crises that ended only when the scandal of the Somalia Affair in
1993 forced reform.
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Editorial Review

Review
This book is probably the most exhaustive study of Canadian Army doctrine and development in print.
Readers should understand that Kasurak set out to produce a history of the doctrine of the Canadian Army
and the development of the force as an institution representative of the nation that it serves. Anyone looking
to understand the Canadian Army, its history, institutional culture, and relationship to the Canadian nation
will not be disappointed in this book. (Blake Whitaker Army History 2016-10-01)

Canadians consider the period between the Second World War and the unification of the armed services in
1968 as a “golden age,” an era when their army overcame its imperial past and emerged as a truly national
peacekeeping force. 

In this landmark book, Peter Kasurak draws on recently declassified documents to show that this era was in
fact clouded by the military leadership’s failure to loosen the grasp of British army culture. As a colonial
force, the Canadian Army had never developed mechanisms to produce its own doctrine or to advise political
leaders effectively. During the Cold War, its pursuit of a “big army” policy in the absence of adequate funds
and equipment placed the army at odds with citizens and the state. The discrepancy between the army’s goals
and the state’s aspirations as a peacemaker in the postwar world resulted in a series of civilian-military crises
that ended only when the scandal of the Somalia Affair in 1993 forced reform.

This groundbreaking account of regimentalism, reaction, and reform reveals that the Canadian Army had not
achieved full professional independence prior to unification. It took years of effort and organizational pain to
develop into an army that reflected the aspirations of both its country and its military leadership.

Review
A National Force is a revisionist examination of civil-military relations and military effectiveness based on
extensive documentary research in army files, many of which have never been used before. As a study of the
fundamental responsibilities and working relationship of the national government and its professional
military advisers, Peter Kasurak’s book is new and entirely original. It will be debated not only by Canadian
military historians but also by a much broader readership. (Stephen Harris, chief historian, Directorate of
History and Heritage, National Defence Headquarters)

In A National Force, Peter Kasurak refutes the received version of army history since 1945 – that the
Canadian Army was a highly professional force from the 1950s through to unification and confused
thereafter. Instead, he suggests that confusion was the norm after the Second World War as the army groped
for a doctrine and tried to figure out what it could be in a world in which Canada was a small player. This
very important book is based on excellent use of the army’s records, and it will force debate and
reinterpretation. (J.L. Granatstein, co-editor of The Oxford Companion to Canadian Military History)

About the Author
Peter Kasurak retired in 2007 after leading the defence and national security sections of the Office of the
Auditor General of Canada. He holds a PhD in military and diplomatic history from Duke University and
teaches part-time at the Canadian Forces College in Toronto.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carman Robertson:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this A National Force: The Evolution of
Canada's Army, 1950-2000 (Studies in Canadian Military History) book because book offers you rich facts
and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Michael Hale:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this A
National Force: The Evolution of Canada's Army, 1950-2000 (Studies in Canadian Military History).

Rubin Bourne:

The guide with title A National Force: The Evolution of Canada's Army, 1950-2000 (Studies in Canadian
Military History) has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book.
That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will
bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.

Carolyn Scott:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this A National Force: The Evolution of Canada's Army,
1950-2000 (Studies in Canadian Military History) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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