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"I guess this was what they meant by aloss of innocence. Who knew?"

Russel Middlebrook is 23 years old, gay, and living in trendy Seattle, but lifeisn't
keeping up with the hype. Most of his friends have a direction in life—either
ruthlessly pursuing their careers or passionately embracing their own
aimlessness. But Russel is stuck in place. All he knows isthat crappy jobs,
horrible dates, and pointless hook-ups just aren't cutting it anymore.

What's the secret? What does everyone else know that he doesn't?

Enter Kevin, Russel's perfect high school boyfriend. Could rekindling an old
flame be the thing Russel needsto get his life back on track? Or maybe the
answer liesin anew friend, an eccentric screenwriter named Vernie Rose, who
seems plenty wise. Or what the hell? Maybe Russel will find some answers by
joining his best friend Gunnar's crazy search for the legendary bigfoot!

One way or another, Russel is determined to learn the all-important secret to life,
even if it's athing he doesn't even know he doesn't know.
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"I guess this was what they meant by aloss of innocence. Who knew?"

Russel Middlebrook is 23 yearsold, gay, and living in trendy Seattle, but life isn't keeping up with the hype.
Most of hisfriends have adirection in life—either ruthlessly pursuing their careers or passionately
embracing their own aimlessness. But Russel is stuck in place. All he knowsisthat crappy jobs, horrible
dates, and pointless hook-ups just aren't cutting it anymore.

What's the secret? What does everyone el se know that he doesn't?

Enter Kevin, Russel's perfect high school boyfriend. Could rekindling an old flame be the thing Russel needs
to get hislife back on track? Or maybe the answer liesin anew friend, an eccentric screenwriter named
Vernie Rose, who seems plenty wise. Or what the hell? Maybe Russel will find some answers by joining his
best friend Gunnar's crazy search for the legendary bigfoot!

One way or another, Russel is determined to learn the all-important secret to life, even if it'sathing he
doesn't even know he doesn't know.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A superb read! Hartinger nails the voice of a character right on the precipice of adulthood, a young man
who feels lost amid a Seattle landscape full of adults who have it al figured out, peers who seem to have
either unstoppable career drive or passionate aimlessness. It's fun, moving, and real. Read it!"

- Bill Konigsberg, award-winning author of Openly Straight

"Brent Hartinger ushersirrepressible fan favorite Russel Middlebrook into the next phase of hislife with
trademark wit and heart. Readers who have grown up with Russel will welcome this latest chapter in his
always entertaining and frequently moving misadventures, while those meeting him for the first time will
quickly find themselves with a new best friend."
- Michagl Thomas Ford, author of Last Summer

"A real pageturner. | laughed, | gasped, | cheered for Russel, and everything in between as| read it. Brent
hits the nail on the head when describing adulthood for the new generation: how we have dreams, fears, and
arelost.”

- Sensible Reason Magazine

?'Russel Middlebrook is an extremely engaging character, and | positively adored him.... For aslittle as
Russel seemsto think is going on in hislife, he certainly kept me captivated with his story."
- Swept Away by Romance

"A success -- and hopefully the first of many books of its genre."
- Gay City News

"A great read. Russel's narrative voice is engaging and unflinchingly honest. Y ou can't help but love him ... |
finished the book smiling."
- |dSoRatherBeReading.com

About the Author

BRENT HARTINGER is an author, playwright, and screenwriter. His firstnovel, Geography Club, isalso a
successful stage play and a featurefilm co-starring Scott Bakula. As a screenwriter, Brent currently hasfour
film projects in development.

In 1990, Brent helped foundthe world's third LGBT teen support group, in his hometown of
Tacoma,Washington. In 2005, he co-founded the entertainment websiteAfterElton.com, which was sold to
MTV/Viacom in 2006. He currentlyco-hosts a podcast called Media Carnivores from hishomein
Seattle,where he lives with his husband, writer Michael Jensen.

Read more by and about Brent, or contact him at brenthartinger.com.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Paul Eastman:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for usto find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise.
WEell, probably you will require this The Thing | Didn't Know | Didn't Know (Russel Middlebrook: The
Futon Y ears).

Christopher M cCormick:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book The Thing | Didn't Know |
Didn't Know (Russel Middlebrook: The Futon Y ears). All type of book are you able to see on many options.
Y ou can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Rachel Danidls;

ThisThe Thing | Didn't Know | Didn't Know (Russel Middlebrook: The Futon Y ears) are reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Thing | Didn't Know | Didn't
Know (Russel Middlebrook: The Futon Y ears) can be one of the great books you must have will be giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Thing | Didn't Know | Didn't Know (Russel
Middlebrook: The Futon Y ears) giving you an enormous of experience such asrich vocabulary, giving you
trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Martin Herrin:

Reading a book for being new life style in thisyr; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, ssmply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The The Thing | Didn't Know | Didn't Know (Russel Middlebrook: The Futon Y ears)
will give you new experience in reading through a book.
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