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Many art historians regard poststructuralist theory with suspicion; some even see
its focus on the political dimension of language as hostile to an authentic study of
the past. Keith Moxey bridges the gap between historical and theoretical
approaches with the provocative argument that we cannot have one without the
other. "If art history is to take part in the processes of cultural transformation that
characterize our society," he writes, "then its historical narratives must come to
terms with the most powerful and influential theories that currently determine the
way in which we conceive of ourselves."After exploring how the insights offered
by deconstruction and semiotics change our understanding of representation,
ideology, and authorship, Moxey himself puts theory into practice. In a series of
engaging essays accompanied by twenty-eight illustrations, he first examines the
impact of cultural values on Erwin Panofsky's writings. Taking a fresh look at
work by artists from Albrecht Dürer and Erhard Schön to Barbara Kruger and
Julian Schnabel, he then examines the process by which he generic boundaries
between "high" and "low" art have helped to sustain class and gender differences.
Making particular reference to the literature on Martin Schongauer, Moxey also
considers the value of art history when it is reduced to artist's biography. Moxey's
interpretation of the work of Hieronymus Bosch not only reassesses its
intelligence and imagination, but also brings to light its pragmatic conformity to
elite definitions of artistic "genius." With his compelling analysis of the politics
of interpretation, Moxey draws attention to a vital aspect of the cultural
importance of history.
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historical and theoretical approaches with the provocative argument that we cannot have one without the
other. "If art history is to take part in the processes of cultural transformation that characterize our society,"
he writes, "then its historical narratives must come to terms with the most powerful and influential theories
that currently determine the way in which we conceive of ourselves."After exploring how the insights
offered by deconstruction and semiotics change our understanding of representation, ideology, and
authorship, Moxey himself puts theory into practice. In a series of engaging essays accompanied by twenty-
eight illustrations, he first examines the impact of cultural values on Erwin Panofsky's writings. Taking a
fresh look at work by artists from Albrecht Dürer and Erhard Schön to Barbara Kruger and Julian Schnabel,
he then examines the process by which he generic boundaries between "high" and "low" art have helped to
sustain class and gender differences. Making particular reference to the literature on Martin Schongauer,
Moxey also considers the value of art history when it is reduced to artist's biography. Moxey's interpretation
of the work of Hieronymus Bosch not only reassesses its intelligence and imagination, but also brings to
light its pragmatic conformity to elite definitions of artistic "genius." With his compelling analysis of the
politics of interpretation, Moxey draws attention to a vital aspect of the cultural importance of history.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louise Hawkins:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it
means that guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the
person who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem
or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Practice of Theory: Poststructuralism, Cultural
Politics, and Art History.

Kelli Smith:

Typically the book The Practice of Theory: Poststructuralism, Cultural Politics, and Art History will bring
you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book The Practice of
Theory: Poststructuralism, Cultural Politics, and Art History is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Ernest Poole:

Beside this specific The Practice of Theory: Poststructuralism, Cultural Politics, and Art History in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Practice of Theory: Poststructuralism,
Cultural Politics, and Art History because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
often have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from now!

Susan Munoz:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and The Practice of Theory: Poststructuralism, Cultural
Politics, and Art History or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the



good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any
other book likes The Practice of Theory: Poststructuralism, Cultural Politics, and Art History to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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