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Containing entries for more than 45,000 English, Scottish, Welsh, Irish, Cornish,
and immigrant surnames, The Oxford Dictionary of Family Names in Britain and
Ireland is the ultimate reference work on family names of the UK. The
Dictionary includes every surname that currently has more than 100 bearers.

Each entry contains lists of variant spellings of the name, an explanation of its
origins (including the etymology), lists of early bearers showing evidence for
formation and continuity from the date of formation down to the 19th century,
geographical distribution, and, where relevant, genealogical and bibliographical
notes, making this a fully comprehensive work on family names.

This authoritative guide also includes an introductory essay explaining the
historical background, formation, and typology of surnames and a guide to
surnames research and family history research. Additional material also includes
a list of published and unpublished lists of surnames from the Middle Ages to the
present day.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Professor Patrick Hanks holds research professorships at the Bristol Centre for Linguistics in the
University of the West of England, and at the Research Institute of Information and Language Processing in
the University of Wolverhampton. He is an expert lexicographer, corpus linguist, and onomastician.

Professor Richard Coates is a Professor in Linguistics at the University of the West of England. He is
particularly interested in the area where linguistics, history, and geography meet and specializes in
onomastics, historical change in northern and western European languages, and dialectology. He is Hon.
Director of the Survey of English Place-Names and Vice-President of the International Council of Onomastic
Sciences.

Dr Peter McClure is an Honorary Research Fellow and former Senior Lecturer in English Language and
Literature at the University of Hull. He has published widely on the origins and historical implications of
English given names and surnames, and on the methodology of anthroponymic research and anthroponymic
dictionaries. He is President of the Society for Name Studies in Britain and Ireland (2014-17), a Vice-
President of the English Place-Name Society, and an onomastic consultant to the Oxford English Dictionary.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marjorie Ingram:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which you should start with. This The Oxford Dictionary of Family Names in
Britain and Ireland is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and want in this era.

James Shaw:

The book untitled The Oxford Dictionary of Family Names in Britain and Ireland contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author gives you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.



Doris McNeal:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you personally is The Oxford Dictionary of Family Names in Britain and Ireland this e-book consist a lot of
the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Margaret Holt:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually The Oxford Dictionary of Family Names in Britain and
Ireland. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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