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From What's Up, Tiger Lily? to Match Point, Woody Allen's work has generated
substantial interest among scholars and professionals who have written
extensively about the director. In The Films of Woody Allen: Critical Essays,
Charles L.P. Silet brings together two-dozen scholarly articles that address the
core of Allen's work from a variety of cultural and theoretical perspectives. With
a special emphasis on his films of the 1980s, this collection includes both general
essays that examine various themes and issues encompassed in Allen's repertoire,
as well as discussions that focus on one or two specific films. General essays
explore Allen's Jewish background as a religious and cultural facet, his apparent
love affair with New York City, and his relation to various strains of
humor_particularly American film humor, but also Allen's broad use of such
traditional comic tropes as irony and parody. The essays on individual films
include examinations of some of Allen's most significant work including Love
and Death, Annie Hall, Interiors, Crimes and Misdemeanors, Hannah and Her
Sisters, Manhattan, and Shadows and Fog. A number of the articles collected
here were originally published in now hard to locate places, while others were
selected from journals not usually associated with film studies. The result is an
anthology of essays that presents an overview of the central issues raised by
Allen's body of work as well as a close examination of fourteen individual films
that convey these larger themes. A wide-ranging exploration of one of America's
most innovative and productive modern directors, this book should appeal to both
professionals and students of contemporary film comedy.
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Editorial Review

Review
...these essays are exhilarating because of sharp and loving insights...laugh-out-loud cheerful...The book
simply cannot lose....Highly recommended. (CHOICE, Vol. 44, No. 6 (February 2007))

Twenty-four contributions from film scholars critically examine the cinema of Woody Allen. Some essays
are general in scope, examining larger themes and issues in Allen's films, while others focus on one or two of
his more significant works. The emphasis is on films of the 1980s. The essays were previously published in
various journals. Editor Silet is emeritus professor of English at Iowa State University. (Reference and
Research Book News, November 2006)

About the Author
Charles L. P. Silet teaches film in the Department of English at Iowa State University. He has published 15
books, including The Films of Steven Spielberg (Scarecrow, 2002).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Evelyn Blow:

The book The Films of Woody Allen: Critical Essays can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book The Films of Woody Allen: Critical
Essays? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you
take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Films of Woody Allen:
Critical Essays has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the
enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Susan Williams:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want sense happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular The Films
of Woody Allen: Critical Essays is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Ramon Jeter:

The reason why? Because this The Films of Woody Allen: Critical Essays is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the



content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Geneva Ricks:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Films of Woody Allen: Critical
Essays which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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