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The Islamic Republic of Iran faced a favorable strategic environment following
the US invasions of Afghanistan in 2001 and Iraq in 2003. Its leadership
attempted to exploit this window of opportunity by assertively seeking to expand
Iran's interests throughout the Middle East. It fell far short, however, of fulfilling
its long-standing ambition of becoming the dominant power in the Persian Gulf
and a leading regional power in the broader Middle East.
In Squandered Opportunity, Thomas Juneau develops a variant of neoclassical
realism, a theory of foreign policy mistakes, to explore the causes and
consequences of Iran's sub-optimal performance. He argues that while rising
power drove Iranian assertiveness—as most variants of realism would
predict—the peculiar nature of Iran's power and the intervention of specific
domestic factors caused Iran's foreign policy to deviate, sometimes significantly,
from what would be considered the potential optimal outcomes.
Juneau explains that this sub-optimal foreign policy led to important and negative
consequences for the country. Despite some gains, Iran failed to maximize its
power, its security and its influence in three crucial areas: the Arab-Israeli
conflict; Iraq; and the nuclear program. Juneau also predicts that, as the window
of opportunity steadily closes for Iran, its power, security, and influence will
likely continue to decline in coming years.
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The Islamic Republic of Iran faced a favorable strategic environment following the US invasions of
Afghanistan in 2001 and Iraq in 2003. Its leadership attempted to exploit this window of opportunity by
assertively seeking to expand Iran's interests throughout the Middle East. It fell far short, however, of
fulfilling its long-standing ambition of becoming the dominant power in the Persian Gulf and a leading
regional power in the broader Middle East.
In Squandered Opportunity, Thomas Juneau develops a variant of neoclassical realism, a theory of foreign
policy mistakes, to explore the causes and consequences of Iran's sub-optimal performance. He argues that
while rising power drove Iranian assertiveness—as most variants of realism would predict—the peculiar
nature of Iran's power and the intervention of specific domestic factors caused Iran's foreign policy to
deviate, sometimes significantly, from what would be considered the potential optimal outcomes.
Juneau explains that this sub-optimal foreign policy led to important and negative consequences for the
country. Despite some gains, Iran failed to maximize its power, its security and its influence in three crucial
areas: the Arab-Israeli conflict; Iraq; and the nuclear program. Juneau also predicts that, as the window of
opportunity steadily closes for Iran, its power, security, and influence will likely continue to decline in
coming years.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Sophisticated and theoretically-informed analysis of Iranian foreign policy is rare. Thomas Juneau remedies
this, developing an explanation of Iran's behavior in the international environment that takes account of
power politics, those features unique to Iran's domestic politics, and the interaction of the two." (Brian
Rathbun, School of International Relations)

"Squandered Opportunity is a valuable work that offers interesting theoretical advancement and important
insights into Iranian foreign policy . . . [T]his work is an important contribution to the foreign policy
decision-making literature and should be widely read." (W.A. Rivera Middle East Journal)

"[T]he author's 'neo-classicalism' theory adequately addresses nuances by advancing four 'intervening'
variables - ideas, individuals, identity, and institutions. Juneau analyzes three case studies of Iranian foreign
policies to test his argument: Iran's policies in Iraq, the Arab-Israeli conflict, and Iran's nuclear program . . .
In short, Iran provides little threat to the US, Europe, or even to Middle Eastern countries such as Israel and
Saudi Arabia. This is an important book . . . Highly recommended." (R. W. Olson)

About the Author
Thomas Juneau is an Assistant Professor in the Graduate School of Public and International Affairs at the
University of Ottawa.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Moore:

The book Squandered Opportunity: Neoclassical Realism and Iranian Foreign Policy can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very
important thing like a book Squandered Opportunity: Neoclassical Realism and Iranian Foreign Policy?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Squandered Opportunity: Neoclassical Realism
and Iranian Foreign Policy has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

James Reed:

Typically the book Squandered Opportunity: Neoclassical Realism and Iranian Foreign Policy has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored
by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.



Daniel Starnes:

Squandered Opportunity: Neoclassical Realism and Iranian Foreign Policy can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Squandered Opportunity: Neoclassical Realism and Iranian Foreign Policy however doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Helen Richards:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Squandered Opportunity: Neoclassical
Realism and Iranian Foreign Policy to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
to read it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to
like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Squandered Opportunity: Neoclassical Realism
and Iranian Foreign Policy can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of this time.
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