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"This funny and poignant novel celebrates the power of writing to help
young people make sense of their lives and unlock and confront their
problems." - SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL (starred review)

When MVP Kevin Boland gets the news that he has mono and won't be seeing a
baseball field for a while, he suddenly finds himself scrawling a poem down the
middle of a page in his journal. To get some help, he cops a poetry book from his
dad's den - and before Kevin knows it, he's writing in verse about stuff like, Will
his jock friends give up on him? What's the deal with girlfriends? Surprisingly
enough, after his health improves, he keeps on writing, about the smart-talking
Latina girl who thinks poets are cool, and even about his mother, whose death is
a still-tender loss. Written in free verse with examples of several poetic forms
slipped into the mix, including a sonnet, haiku, pastoral, and even a pantoum, this
funny, poignant story by a master of dialogue is an English teacher's dream - sure
to hook poetry lovers, baseball fanatics, mono recoverers, and everyone in
between.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 6-9-Like his earlier The Brimstone Journals (Candlewick, 2001), Koertge writes this novel in highly
accessible free verse. Fourteen-year-old Kevin Boland is an MVP first baseman whose whole life revolves
around baseball. Diagnosed with mono, he is forced to stay at home for months while he recuperates. Bored,
Kevin borrows his father's book of poetry and starts writing his own. At first, he just has fun imitating haiku
and sonnets, but he soon begins writing insightful verse, both funny and serious, in which he records his
candid observations about life in junior high, romance, his dreams of baseball stardom, and his grief over the
recent death of his mother. This funny and poignant novel celebrates the power of writing to help young
people make sense of their lives and unlock and confront their problems. The cover will lead readers to
believe that this is about baseball, but they will quickly realize there is much, much more to this finely
crafted story.
Edward Sullivan, White Pine School, TN
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 7-10. Koertge has written a standout among the growing number of young adult novels told through
verse. Faced with months at home because of a bout of mono, 14-year-old Kevin Boland begins to write
poems, using a book from his father's collection to guide him. He writes about such things as the recent death
of his mother, his love of baseball, and his make-out sessions with girls. When he recovers, he continues his
writing habit and finds a new girlfriend, experimenting with different forms of poetry along the way,
including free verse, haiku, sonnets, ballads, and even a sestina. Koertge does an excellent job of creating the
authentic voice of a teenage boy exclusively through poems. The poems are funny, touching, and always
energetic, and they show both Kevin's growing love for poetry and his struggles as a writer. Several of his
attempts at difficult forms break apart in the middle, and some poems have rough edges, giving an extra dose
of realism to the somewhat artificial concept of the book. Readers will find themselves identifying with
Kevin and perhaps come to understand his attraction to poetry. Todd Morning
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

From the Author
RON KOERTGE: "I find it funny that kids will willingly follow the rules in any game, but if you give them
rules for writing poetry, they rebel!"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Quentin Ryan:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Shakespeare Bats Cleanup will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Nichole Gibson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Shakespeare
Bats Cleanup suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled
Shakespeare Bats Cleanupis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that
you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you
can see the represented of the world with this book.

Mary Fleeman:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this
Shakespeare Bats Cleanup.

Willie Coffey:

This Shakespeare Bats Cleanup is great publication for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Shakespeare Bats Cleanup
in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?
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