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Advances in qualitative methods and recent developments in the philosophy of
science have led to an emphasis on explanation via reference to causal
mechanisms. This book argues that the method known as process tracing is
particularly well suited to developing and assessing theories about such
mechanisms. The editors begin by establishing a philosophical basis for process
tracing - one that captures mainstream uses while simultaneously being open to
applications by interpretive scholars. Equally important, they go on to establish
best practices for individual process-tracing accounts - how micro to go, when to
start (and stop), and how to deal with the problem of equifinality. The
contributors then explore the application of process tracing across a range of
subfields and theories in political science. This is an applied methods book which
seeks to shrink the gap between the broad assertion that 'process tracing is good'
and the precise claim 'this is an instance of good process tracing'.
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Advances in qualitative methods and recent developments in the philosophy of science have led to an
emphasis on explanation via reference to causal mechanisms. This book argues that the method known as
process tracing is particularly well suited to developing and assessing theories about such mechanisms. The
editors begin by establishing a philosophical basis for process tracing - one that captures mainstream uses
while simultaneously being open to applications by interpretive scholars. Equally important, they go on to
establish best practices for individual process-tracing accounts - how micro to go, when to start (and stop),
and how to deal with the problem of equifinality. The contributors then explore the application of process
tracing across a range of subfields and theories in political science. This is an applied methods book which
seeks to shrink the gap between the broad assertion that 'process tracing is good' and the precise claim 'this is
an instance of good process tracing'.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Bennett and Checkel have assembled an impressive group of scholars on the cutting-edge methodological
issues involved in process tracing, while at the same time providing concrete, practical advice for scholars
who wish to use this technique of analysis in a variety of different research programs. As a result of this dual
approach, this volume represents a steep change from earlier methodological studies on process tracing and
fills a real gap in scholarship. There is no doubt that it will be compulsory reading on graduate-level courses
in qualitative methodology for a long time to come."
Giovanni Capoccia, University of Oxford

"Bennett and Checkel's remarkable book ?will bring process tracing to the attention of a wide spectrum of
disciplines - sociology, anthropology, history, public policy analysis and beyond. This valuable tool for
causal inference has been developed primarily by political scientists, and ?their volume ?will accelerate
much wider adoption of the method."
David Collier, Robson Professor, University of California, Berkeley

"This volume is the next milestone in the dynamic debate over causal mechanisms and the standards and
practices of process tracing. These contributions by leading figures in the discipline covering a broad range
of topics and research areas are a must-read for anyone interested in and using qualitative methods."
Ingo Rohlfing, Bremen International Graduate School of Social Sciences

About the Author
Andrew Bennett is Professor of Government at Georgetown University. He is also President of the
Consortium on Qualitative Research Methods, which sponsors the annual Institute on Qualitative and Multi-
Method Research at Syracuse University. He is the co-author, with Alexander L. George, of Case Studies
and Theory Development (2005), which won the Giovanni Sartori Prize in 2005 for the best book on
qualitative methods.

Jeffrey T. Checkel is Professor of International Studies and Simons Chair in International Law and Human
Security at Simon Fraser University. He is also a Global Research Fellow at the Peace Research Institute
Oslo. He has published extensively in leading European and North American journals, and is the author of
Ideas and International Political Change: Soviet/Russian Behavior and the End of the Cold War (1997),
editor of International Institutions and Socialization in Europe (Cambridge, 2007), co-editor (with Peter J.
Katzenstein) of European Identity (Cambridge, 2009), and editor of Transnational Dynamics of Civil War
(Cambridge, 2013).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pam Wright:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Process



Tracing: From Metaphor to Analytic Tool (Strategies for Social Inquiry)? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent
than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Christina Vallejo:

The book Process Tracing: From Metaphor to Analytic Tool (Strategies for Social Inquiry) gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Process Tracing: From Metaphor to Analytic Tool (Strategies for Social Inquiry) to
become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a reserve
Process Tracing: From Metaphor to Analytic Tool (Strategies for Social Inquiry). Kinds of book are a lot of.
It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Colton Fierros:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Process Tracing: From Metaphor to Analytic
Tool (Strategies for Social Inquiry) seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course
you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Process Tracing: From
Metaphor to Analytic Tool (Strategies for Social Inquiry) is not only giving you a lot more new information
but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship using the book Process Tracing: From Metaphor to Analytic Tool
(Strategies for Social Inquiry). You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

David Ruby:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Process Tracing: From Metaphor to
Analytic Tool (Strategies for Social Inquiry) e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
uncertainty Process Tracing: From Metaphor to Analytic Tool (Strategies for Social Inquiry) as good book
but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book
by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking
at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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