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Editorial Review

From Booklist
This excellent set does not cover the entire Western witchcraft tradition but rather the period from the late
fourteenth to the late eighteenth centuries, with an emphasis on witch-hunting and its social and political
ramifications. It is intended to "bridge the gap between scholars and the general public by making the vast
scholarship on witchcraft readily available." The more than 750 entries range in length from a couple of
columns to several pages and are alphabetically arranged. Each entry is signed and provides both see also
references and bibliographic references, generally scholarly publications in various languages. The
encyclopedia is very much an interdisciplinary and international effort. More than half of the 170
contributors are from outside the U.S and the UK.

Entries cover beliefs; notable individuals, places, and events in the history of witchcraft; and relevant topics
in the arts, folklore, law, religion, sociology, and more. Writers and magicians like John Dee and Heinrich
Kramer appear, as do skeptics like Reginald Scot, author of the first major work on witchcraft written by an
English author. The Sabbat and Salem have good entries. Some topics on earlier and later periods--for
example, Laws on witchcraft, ancient; Contemporary witchcraft (post 1800); Nazi interest in witch
persecution--are covered, but except for entries on modern researchers of the witch-hunting period, there are
no contemporary biographies. Illustrations are in black and white and include maps, engravings, and
photographs. The alphabetical list of entries and index are repeated in each volume.

At the price, and given its scholarly nature and limited scope, larger public libraries with a strong interest in
historical witchcraft will want to consider adding this set. Academic libraries with early modern history
collections or interest in witchcraft as a social and political phenomenon will also find the encyclopedia very
useful. Kathleen Stipek
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"[L]arger public libraries with a strong interest in historical witchcraft will want to consider adding this set.
Academic libraries with early modern history collections or interest in witchcraft as a social and political
phenomenon will also find the encyclopedia very useful." - Booklist

"Compared to other works on witchcraft . . . the Encyclopedia of Witchcraft: The Western Tradition provides
significantly more entries . . . and greater coverage. . . . Due to the ongoing interest in witchcraft and occult
sciences, this encyclopedia will be a welcome purchase in most medium-sized and larger academic and
public libraries. For libraries serving religious institutions and seminaries, it is a required purchase since it
provides a balanced, historically based discussion of witchcraft in the Western world." - Reference & User
Services Quarterly

"The more than 700 entries by over 250 scholars are well written, each including cross-references and
bibliographies. . . . Recommended. All collections, particularly those supporting history, religious studies,
and gender studies at the lower undergraduate level and above." - Choice

"Richard Golden successfully makes the scholarship on witchcraft accessible to high school students. . . . It
offers a scholarly yet accessible approach to a captivating subject that has endured for centuries. Highly
recommended." - Library Media Connection

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


About the Author

Richard M. Golden is professor of history and director of the Jewish Studies Program at the University of
North Texas, Denton, TX. He can be reached via email at rmg@unt.edu.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Homer Smith:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question mainly because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Encyclopedia of
Witchcraft [4 volumes]: The Western Tradition to read.

Daniel Buch:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Encyclopedia of Witchcraft [4 volumes]: The Western Tradition your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get before. The Encyclopedia of Witchcraft [4 volumes]: The Western
Tradition giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
information for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Rhonda Hoffman:

This Encyclopedia of Witchcraft [4 volumes]: The Western Tradition is great book for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can
say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Encyclopedia of Witchcraft [4 volumes]: The Western Tradition in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book.
Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?



Debra Weeks:

The book untitled Encyclopedia of Witchcraft [4 volumes]: The Western Tradition contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice examine.
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