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This volume studies elections as a core institution of liberal democracy in the
context of newly democratizing countries. Political scientist Staffan I. Lindberg
gathers data from every nationally contested election in Africa from 1989 to
2003, covering 232 elections in 44 countries. He argues that democratizing
nations learn to become democratic through repeated democratic behavior, even
if their elections are often flawed.

Refuting a number of established hypotheses, Lindberg finds no general negative
trend in either the frequency or the quality of African elections. Rather, elections
in Africa, based on his findings, are more than just the goal of a transition toward
democracy or merely a formal procedure. The inception of multiparty elections
usually initiates liberalization, and repeated electoral activities create incentives
for political actors, fostering the expansion and deepening of democratic values.
In addition to improving the democratic qualities of political regimes, a sequence
of elections tends to expand and solidify de facto civil liberties in society.

Drawing on a wealth of data, Lindberg makes the case that repetitive elections
are an important causal factor in the development of democracy. He thus extends
Rustow's (1970) theory that democratic behavior produces democratic values.
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This volume studies elections as a core institution of liberal democracy in the context of newly
democratizing countries. Political scientist Staffan I. Lindberg gathers data from every nationally contested
election in Africa from 1989 to 2003, covering 232 elections in 44 countries. He argues that democratizing
nations learn to become democratic through repeated democratic behavior, even if their elections are often
flawed.

Refuting a number of established hypotheses, Lindberg finds no general negative trend in either the
frequency or the quality of African elections. Rather, elections in Africa, based on his findings, are more than
just the goal of a transition toward democracy or merely a formal procedure. The inception of multiparty
elections usually initiates liberalization, and repeated electoral activities create incentives for political actors,
fostering the expansion and deepening of democratic values. In addition to improving the democratic
qualities of political regimes, a sequence of elections tends to expand and solidify de facto civil liberties in
society.

Drawing on a wealth of data, Lindberg makes the case that repetitive elections are an important causal factor
in the development of democracy. He thus extends Rustow's (1970) theory that democratic behavior
produces democratic values.
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Editorial Review

Review

For the foreseeable future, this book will be the essential reference on African multiparty elections.

(Foreign Affairs)

A good and timely book on a very important topic... His prose highlights his expertise in Africa, the
comparative literature on democratization, democratization in Africa, and methodology.

(Taiwan Journal of Democracy)

An important contribution to the study of African politics and democratization in general... Highly
recommended.

(Choice)

A rigorous investigation... This book makes a notable contribution to the study of electoral politics,
democratisation theory and the study of African politics.

(Peter Burnell Political Studies Review)

Lindberg contributes a serious study that has significant heuristic value and will encourage a testing and
retesting of its hypotheses and theoretical premises.

(John R. Heilbrunn Comparative Political Studies)

This book is an original, important, and in many ways impressive study that will make a contribution to both
electoral and Africanist scholarship.

(James R. Scarritt Perspectives on Politics)

This book is a path-breaking and much-needed study of the role of elections in Africa.

(Nic Cheeseman Africa)

Lindberg has done a good job. Written with serious academic and methodological rigor, this book
contributes to the discourse on comparative democratization in Africa.

(Arthur Abraham International Journal of African Historical Studies)



Contains significant levels of data and analysis and will be a useful text for students and practitioners alike.

(Heather Deegan Democratization)

There is a dearth of publications on democratization in Africa, but here is a book that is presented on the
basis of solid empirical data and carries a surprisingly positive message. Lindberg meticulously codes all the
information on African elections and democratization and makes it available to the scholarly community.
This first-rate book is complete in theoretical respects and demonstrates Lindberg's great versatility in
handling large amounts of data.

(Goran Hyden, University of Florida, Gainesville)

Essential reading for all people interested in elections and democracy in Africa.

(Gero Erdmann African History)

Draws far-reaching and well-based conclusions about the 'power of elections.'

(Gero Erdmann Development and Cooperation)

Without doubt, this study provides a strong stimulus for future research, and this is precisely what excellent
scientific work is meant to be.

(Matthias Basedau Modern African Studies)

About the Author

Staffan I. Lindberg is an assistant professor in the Department of Political Science and the Center for
African Studies at University of Florida. His work on elections received the American Political Science
Association's Juan Linz Award for Best Dissertation in 2004 and won the Annual Best Graduate Paper Prize
of the African Studies Association in 2003.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daryl Glover:

The book Democracy and Elections in Africa give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can
use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book Democracy and Elections in Africa to
get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book
Democracy and Elections in Africa. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia
or other people. So , how do you think about this book?



Clarence Danner:

The ability that you get from Democracy and Elections in Africa could be the more deep you digging the
information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to be aware of but Democracy and Elections in Africa giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author
of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having this particular Democracy and Elections in Africa instantly.

Tania Arney:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Democracy and Elections
in Africa, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Lynette Petree:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Democracy and Elections in Africa offer you a new experience in reading through a book.
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