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Each chapter in Christianity and Political Philosophy addresses a philosophical
problem generated by history. Frederick D. Wilhelmsen discusses the limits of
natural law; Cicero and the politics of the public orthodoxy; the problem of
political power and the forces of darkness; Sir John Fortescue and the English
tradition; Donoso Cortes and the meaning of political power; the natural law
tradition and the American political experience; Eric Voegelin and the Christian
tradition; and Jaffa, the School of Strauss, and the Christian tradition.

Wilhelmsen is convinced that mainstream philosophy's suppression of the
Christian experience, or its reduction of Christianity to myths, deprives both
Christianity and philosophy. He argues that Christianity opened up an entirely
new range of philosophical questions and speculation that today are part and
parcel of the intellectual tradition of the West.

Wilhelmsen remains relevant because political philosophy in America today is
following the historic cycle of political philosophy's importance: as things get
worse for the nation because it is internally riven by ideological and spiritual
conflicts, there is a greater need for the political philosopher to raise and explore
profound questions and reassert forgotten truths about man and society, the soul
and God, and good and evil, as well as the ground of political order. This is the
latest book in Transaction's esteemed Library of Conservative Thought series.
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Each chapter in Christianity and Political Philosophy addresses a philosophical problem generated by
history. Frederick D. Wilhelmsen discusses the limits of natural law; Cicero and the politics of the public
orthodoxy; the problem of political power and the forces of darkness; Sir John Fortescue and the English
tradition; Donoso Cortes and the meaning of political power; the natural law tradition and the American
political experience; Eric Voegelin and the Christian tradition; and Jaffa, the School of Strauss, and the
Christian tradition.

Wilhelmsen is convinced that mainstream philosophy's suppression of the Christian experience, or its
reduction of Christianity to myths, deprives both Christianity and philosophy. He argues that Christianity
opened up an entirely new range of philosophical questions and speculation that today are part and parcel of
the intellectual tradition of the West.

Wilhelmsen remains relevant because political philosophy in America today is following the historic cycle of
political philosophy's importance: as things get worse for the nation because it is internally riven by
ideological and spiritual conflicts, there is a greater need for the political philosopher to raise and explore
profound questions and reassert forgotten truths about man and society, the soul and God, and good and evil,
as well as the ground of political order. This is the latest book in Transaction's esteemed Library of
Conservative Thought series.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Christianity and Political Philosophy is a restatement of the main lines of Christian philosophy with its
roots in Greek and Roman thought, together with its own uniqueness. The failure to understand the Christian
medieval contribution as precisely a metaphysical task has been at the roots of contemporary cultural and
political crises. The main problem of Christian thought is precisely thought itself. The ease with which
Catholic intellectuals in particular, lay and especially cleric, have abandoned profound reflection on precisely
the uniqueness of the Christian creedal tradition in its direct relation to political philosophy has probably
been the most damaging blow to the Church and to the state in modern times. Voegelin was right, as W.
noted, to call our modern temper “Gnostic.” What W.’s book suggests is not only how Voegelin missed the
import of Christian thought, but how many Christian intellectuals themselves have become rather “gnostic,”
as any reading of the garden varieties of political and liberation theologies will note, following the perceptive
guidance of either Strauss or Voegelin in describing them. W.’s book serves to remind us where the real
political battles lie: in the metaphysics of gift and existence.”

—James  V. Schall, S.J., Theological Studies

About the Author

Frederick D. Wilhelmsen (1923–1996) was a prominent Catholic philosopher, lecturer, and professor.

 

Michael Henry is professor of philosophy at St. John’s University, New York. He is also the series editor of
Transaction’s Library of Conservative Thought series. His work has appeared in Modern Age, The Hillsdale
Review, and The Political Science Reviewer.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronald Brun:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Christianity and Political Philosophy (Library
of Conservative Thought), it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.



Jose Campbell:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be go through. Christianity and Political Philosophy (Library of Conservative Thought) can be your
answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Victor Shepard:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
you personally is Christianity and Political Philosophy (Library of Conservative Thought) this reserve
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often
the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Sarah Acres:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Christianity and Political
Philosophy (Library of Conservative Thought) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's observe.
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