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The Huns have often been treated as primitive barbarians with no advanced
political organisation. Their place of origin was the so-called ‘backward steppe’.
It has been argued that whatever political organisation they achieved they owed
to the 'civilizing influence' of the Germanic peoples they encountered as they
moved west. This book argues that the steppes of Inner Asiawere far from
'backward' and that the image of the primitive Huns is vastly misleading. They
already possessed a highly sophisticated political culture while still in Inner Asia
and, far from being passive recipients of advanced culture from the West, they
passed on important elements of Central Eurasian culture to early medieval
Europe, which they helped create. Their expansion also marked the beginning of
amillennium of virtual monopoly of world power by empires originating in the
steppes of Inner Asia. The rise of the Hunnic Empire was truly a geopolitical
revolution.
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The Huns have often been treated as primitive barbarians with no advanced political organisation. Their
place of origin was the so-called 'backward steppe’. It has been argued that whatever political organisation
they achieved they owed to the ‘civilizing influence’ of the Germanic peoples they encountered as they
moved west. This book argues that the steppes of Inner Asiawere far from 'backward' and that the image of
the primitive Huns is vastly misleading. They already possessed a highly sophisticated political culture while
still in Inner Asiaand, far from being passive recipients of advanced culture from the West, they passed on
important elements of Central Eurasian culture to early medieval Europe, which they helped create. Their
expansion also marked the beginning of a millennium of virtual monopoly of world power by empires
originating in the steppes of Inner Asia. The rise of the Hunnic Empire was truly a geopolitical revolution.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Kim argues that the Huns played a large and positive role in the fall of Rome and the birth of Europe ... This
challenging reassessment ... should bein all research libraries. Highly recommended. Upper-division
undergraduates and above."

G. G. Guzman, Choice

About the Author

Hyun Jin Kim isthe Australian Research Council DECRA Fellow at the University of Sydney. Hisfirst
book, published in 2009, was a comparative anaysis of Greece and China: Ethnicity and Foreignersin
Ancient Greece and China. He has taught Greek history and Greek literature at Sydney University and has
also given numerous invited talks and special seminarsin the US, UK, Australia, New Zealand, Greece and
Kazakhstan on topics related to comparative literature, Greece and the Near East, and the importance of
wider Eurasiato the study of Greco-Roman civilization. He is currently undertaking a research project
funded by the Australian government titled Transfer of Hegemony: Geopolitical Revolutionsin World
History.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sharon Stennis:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games al day long. If you need to try to find a new activity thisislook different you can read a new
book. It isreally fun for you personaly. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
every day to reading a publication. The book The Huns, Rome and the Birth of Europeit is quite good to
read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mOore
effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high
quality.

Jeffery Hall:

Do you redly one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may
doesn't work thisis difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be The Huns, Rome and the Birth of Europe why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.



Susan Peter son:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need
more time to be go through. The Huns, Rome and the Birth of Europe can be your answer given it can be
read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Bradley Ray:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. Y ou
will observe that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you personally is The Huns, Rome and the Birth of Europe this guide consist alot of the information of the
condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
study when he makes this book. Thisiswhy thisbook suitable al of you.
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