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A brilliant and revealing biography of the two most important Americans during
the Cold War era—written by the grandson of one of them

Only two Americans held positions of great influence throughout the Cold War;
ironically, they were the chief advocates for the opposing strategies for
winning—and surviving—that harrowing conflict. Both men came to power
during World War II, reached their professional peaks during the Cold War’s
most frightening moments, and fought epic political battles that spanned decades.
Yet despite their very different views, Paul Nitze and George Kennan dined
together, attended the weddings of each other’s children, and remained good
friends all their lives.

In this masterly double biography, Nicholas Thompson brings Nitze and Kennan
to vivid life. Nitze—the hawk—was a consummate insider who believed that the
best way to avoid a nuclear clash was to prepare to win one. More than any other
American, he was responsible for the arms race. Kennan—the dove—was a
diplomat turned academic whose famous “X article” persuasively argued that we
should contain the Soviet Union while waiting for it to collapse from within. For
forty years, he exercised more influence on foreign affairs than any other private
citizen.

As he weaves a fascinating narrative that follows these two rivals and friends
from the beginning of the Cold War to its end, Thompson accomplishes
something remarkable: he tells the story of our nation during the most dangerous
half century in history.
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A brilliant and revealing biography of the two most important Americans during the Cold War era—written
by the grandson of one of them

Only two Americans held positions of great influence throughout the Cold War; ironically, they were the
chief advocates for the opposing strategies for winning—and surviving—that harrowing conflict. Both men
came to power during World War II, reached their professional peaks during the Cold War’s most
frightening moments, and fought epic political battles that spanned decades. Yet despite their very different
views, Paul Nitze and George Kennan dined together, attended the weddings of each other’s children, and
remained good friends all their lives.

In this masterly double biography, Nicholas Thompson brings Nitze and Kennan to vivid life. Nitze—the
hawk—was a consummate insider who believed that the best way to avoid a nuclear clash was to prepare to
win one. More than any other American, he was responsible for the arms race. Kennan—the dove—was a
diplomat turned academic whose famous “X article” persuasively argued that we should contain the Soviet
Union while waiting for it to collapse from within. For forty years, he exercised more influence on foreign
affairs than any other private citizen.

As he weaves a fascinating narrative that follows these two rivals and friends from the beginning of the Cold
War to its end, Thompson accomplishes something remarkable: he tells the story of our nation during the
most dangerous half century in history.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The cold war was a matter of personalities as well as policies. From the 1940s through the 1980s, Paul Nitze
and George Kennan were central actors at opposite poles. Nitze was the hawk. In the darkest days of the
nuclear arms race, he argued that the way to avoid an atomic war was to prepare to win it. Few policymakers
matched either his knowledge of weaponry or his persuasive skills. Even fewer matched Nitze's ability to
alienate superiors, but his talent could not be overlooked for long. George Kennan was the dove, consistently
arguing that the U.S. must end its reliance on nuclear weapons, advocating forbearance in the face of
provocation. He had an unusual ability to forecast events: the Sino-Soviet split, the way the cold war would
eventually end. In these days of personalized polarization, the close friendship between these two men seems
anomalous—but instructive. That Thompson is Nitze's grandson does not inhibit his nuanced account of two
men whose common goal of serving America's interests transcended perspectives. Their mutual respect and
close friendship enabled administrations to balance their contributions. That balancing in turn significantly
shaped the cold war's outcome. (Sept.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

“The book is brimming with fascinating revelations about the men and the harrowing events they steered
through.” —The New York Times
 
“In this important and astute new study, Nitze emerges as a driven patriot and Kennan as a darkly conflicted
and prophetic one.”—The Washington Post
 
“Paul Nitze and George Kennan were the yin and yang of American foreign policy. They were also the only
figures deeply involved in the Cold War from beginning to end, and so they make ideal focal points for
Nicholas Thompson’s lively and illuminating book.” —Newsweek
 
“Few men did more to shape postwar U.S. Foreign policy than Paul Nitze and George Kennan. In tracing
their dueling visions of America’s role in the world, Nicholas Thompson provides a white-knuckle glimpse
inside the 20th century’s most dangerous moments.” —Time Magazine
 
“Thoroughly engrossing … Thompson succeeds admirably in blending biography and intellectual history,
painting colorful portraits of complicated men who embodied conflicting strains of American thinking about
foreign policy.” —The New York Times Book Review
 
“The Hawk and the Dove does an inspired job of telling the story of the Cold War through the careers of two
of its most interesting and important figures, who were not only present at the creation, but were each a
witness—and, in Nitze’s case, a participant—in its end.” —The Washington Monthly
 
“Gripping, stirring … Thompson has delivered a book that’s not just a labor of love for a grandfather; it’s a
vindication of a tradition of civic-republican comity that can’t be coerced but is quietly stronger, even in this
polarizing, frightening time, than anything the republic’s noisier claimants have to offer.” —Talking Points
Memo Cafe
 



“A very good new book.” —The National Review
 
“A lifetime of documentation combined with a personal narrative create a compelling story of two men who
shared a lifetime of conflict and camaraderie.”—The Daily Beast
 
“[An] outstanding dual biography … Excellent insights into these men and their roles in the era they helped
shape.” —Booklist
 
“The key to understanding modern American foreign policy is appreciating the complex 60-year friendship
between George Kennan and Paul Nitze. Nicholas Thompson brilliantly captures their divergent
personalities, clashing politics, and intellectual bonding. It is an insightful and important tale, but also a
colorful and fascinating one—an intellectual buddy movie with enormous historical resonance.”—Walter
Isaacson
 
“With clarity and vigor, Nicholas Thompson has given us an engaging and insightful account of one of the
great friendships of the modern age, the personal bond between Paul Nitze and George Kennan that
illuminates the epochal stakes of the Cold War. This is a terrific book.”—Jon Meacham
 
“George Kennan and Paul Nitze were the Adams and Jefferson of the Cold War. They were there for the
beginning, they witnessed its course over almost half a century, and they argued with each other constantly
while it was going on. But they maintained throughout a remarkable friendship, demonstrating—as few
others in our time have—that it is possible to differ with civility. Nicholas Thompson’s is a fine account of
that relationship, carefully researched, beautifully written, and evocatively suggestive of how much we have
lost because such civility has become so rare.”—John Lewis Gaddis
 
“With grace and a keen appreciation of human nature, Nicholas Thompson has written a revealing, moving
history of the Cold War through two fascinating men.”—Evan Thomas
 
“They say that ‘history is an argument without end.’ In Thompson’s skillful hands, this momentous argument
between two old friends on the most critical issue of the last century is thus history at its best. Thompson’s
judicious and delicious depiction of Nitze and Kennan will fascinate anyone who cares about the Cold War
or the ways that human beings shape the future.”—Jonathan Alter
 
“This is dual biography at its best: riveting, thought-provoking, and fair-minded throughout. Nicholas
Thompson renders these two remarkable men—their ideas, their arguments, their personal
passions—vividly, in three dimensions. Through the prism of this powerful rivalry, Thompson illuminates
the entire Cold War era—as well as our own.”—Jeff Shesol
 
“The Hawk and the Dove is a wonderful idea for a book, wonderfully carried out. Nicholas Thompson has
used illuminating new material to present each of his protagonists in a convincing, respectful, but unsparing
way. Even more valuable, he has used the interactions and tensions between Paul Nitze and George Kennan
to bring much of American 20th century foreign policy to life, with human richness ever present but with the
big issues clear in all their complexity.”—James Fallows
 
“Nicholas Thompson is an exceptionally good writer and a very clear thinker; both of these talents lift up
The Hawk and the Dove, an energetic, fair, revealing and highly readable account of two men whose
thinking and public lives helped to define the Cold War—and whose views on the international order remain
strikingly relevant to the era that has followed.”—Steve Coll



About the Author

Nicholas Thompson is an editor at Wired magazine, a fellow at the New America Foundation, and a regular
contributor to CNN. He has written articles for The New York Times, The Washington Post and numerous
other publications. A grandson of Paul Nitze’s, he lives in New York City with his wife and son.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia White:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Hawk and the Dove: Paul Nitze,
George Kennan, and the History of the Cold War book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Theodore Pritchard:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want sense happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular The Hawk
and the Dove: Paul Nitze, George Kennan, and the History of the Cold War is kind of book which is giving
the reader capricious experience.

Chris Gibbons:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The Hawk and
the Dove: Paul Nitze, George Kennan, and the History of the Cold War suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Hawk and the Dove: Paul Nitze,
George Kennan, and the History of the Cold Waris the one of several books which everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Lien Fugate:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's



heart and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to right now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring in addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important for you personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like.
Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Hawk and the Dove: Paul
Nitze, George Kennan, and the History of the Cold War can make you experience more interested to read.
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