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What does it mean to make life? This book focuses on one of the key questions
for culture and science in both Shakespeare's time and our own. Shakespeare
wrote A Midsummer Night's Dream during a period when the 'new science' had
begun to unsettle the foundations of knowledge about the natural world. Through
close analysis of the play and reflection on modern genetic engineering, Turner
examines developments in early modern culture as it sought to come to terms
with the new forces of magic, astrology, alchemy and mechanics - fields of
knowledge that preoccupied the most adventurous intellects of Shakespeare's
period and that promised limitless power over nature. Shakespeare's writing
sheds light on current developments in science, ethics, law, and religion in
contemporary culture. This book reveals the richness and peculiarity of early
scientific thought in Shakespeare's time and shows how the questions he poses
remain fundamental as the nature of 'life' has become one of the most pressing
political, ethical, and philosophical problems for society today.
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What does it mean to make life? This book focuses on one of the key questions for culture and science in
both Shakespeare's time and our own. Shakespeare wrote A Midsummer Night's Dream during a period
when the 'new science' had begun to unsettle the foundations of knowledge about the natural world. Through
close analysis of the play and reflection on modern genetic engineering, Turner examines developments in
early modern culture as it sought to come to terms with the new forces of magic, astrology, alchemy and
mechanics - fields of knowledge that preoccupied the most adventurous intellects of Shakespeare's period
and that promised limitless power over nature. Shakespeare's writing sheds light on current developments in
science, ethics, law, and religion in contemporary culture. This book reveals the richness and peculiarity of
early scientific thought in Shakespeare's time and shows how the questions he poses remain fundamental as
the nature of 'life' has become one of the most pressing political, ethical, and philosophical problems for
society today.
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Editorial Review

Review
Mention in Today's Books/ Bookweek

Reviewed by Peter J. Smith in Times Higher Education Supplement, 2008.

"the conjoined pieces of Turner's book provide a fresh double reading of A Midsummer Night's dream. The
book's imbricated left face/right face presentation makes every page mirror, echo or pre-empt themes from
the opposite essay.
In this year of Darwin's birth, the Globe Theatre's 2009 takes A Midsummer Night's dream on a national tour.
Shakespeare Now! seems thus doubtly apt."
Flux Magazine, 1 July 2009
(Tim Huntley)

"...both an eye-catching attempt to assert Shakespearian contemporaneity and a genuine reflection of aspects
of the volume's content...has a definite novelty value in the context of Shakespearian criticism, and it is
raised above the merely gimmicky here by the highly apposite image that Turner finds for his title...a very
readable, clear and informative quick overview of the development of modern genetic research...there is
much interesting and stimulating comment in Turner's study, and the book itself ins undeniably memorable
and thought-provoking."
Oxford Journals Clippings: The Year's Work in English Studies, 2009

"The ambitious project of the Shakespeare NOW series is to bridge the gap between 'scholarly thinking and a
public audience' and 'public audience and scholarly thinking'. Scholars are encouraged to write in a way
accessible to a general readership and readers to rise to the challenge and not be afraid of new ideas and the
adventure they offer. There are other bridges the series is ambitious to cross: 'formal, political or theoretical
boundaries' — history and philosophy, theory, and performance."
English Vol. 58, 2009

"In Turner's text past, present and the 'posthuman future' come together and Francis Bacon, Philip Sydney,
and Bottom rub shoulders playfully with Richard Dawkins, Roland Barthes, and Puck."
English Vol. 58, 2009

Briefly reviewed in the Year's work in English Studies journal, vol 89, No. 1

'The Shakespeare Now! series of 'minigraphs' aims to appeal to both Shakespeare specialists and the
educated public by producing 100- to 140-page texts that purportedly reduce or eliminate arcane endnotes
and scholarly jargon and that address timely topics- mainly post-modern ones- in readily understandable
prose.'
(English Studies, Vol 91, No6.)
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book's imbricated left face/right face presentation makes every page mirror, echo or pre-empt themes from
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adventure they offer. There are other bridges the series is ambitious to cross: 'formal, political or theoretical
boundaries’ – history and philosophy, theory, and performance."
English Vol. 58, 2009
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educated public by producing 100- to 140-page texts that purportedly reduce or eliminate arcane endnotes
and scholarly jargon and that address timely topics- mainly post-modern ones- in readily understandable
prose.'
(Sanford Lakoff)

About the Author
Henry S. Turner is Assistant Professor at Rutgers University, USA. He is the author of The English
Renaissance Stage: Geometry, Poetics, and the Practical Spatial Arts (OUP, 2006).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ginger Amundson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.



The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Shakespeare's Double Helix (Shakespeare Now!) as the daily
resource information.

Aaron Mullen:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is Shakespeare's Double Helix (Shakespeare Now!) this publication consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Lucy Fletcher:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This specific Shakespeare's Double Helix (Shakespeare Now!) can give
you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Shakespeare's Double Helix (Shakespeare
Now!).

Steven Barraza:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book Shakespeare's Double Helix (Shakespeare Now!) was filled concerning
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy
to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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