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Recent debates within Continental philosophy have decisively renewed the
question of the ethical, with the French philosopher Emmanuel Levinas (1905-
1995) as its center. Coming from yet in contestation with the phenomenological
traditions of Husserl and Heidegger, Levinas defines ethics as an originary
response to the face of the other. For him, language is an exception to a habitual
economy that represses alterity and maintains the asymmetry and distance
constitutive of the nontotalizing relation to the other. Ethics occurs in the
interlocutionary relation to the other, and interpellation?a kind of interruption by
speaking?is the essential feature of ethical language. Between 1982 and 1992,
Levinas gave numerous interviews, closing a distinguished sixty-year career. Of
the twenty interviews collected in this volume, seventeen appear in English for
the first time. In the interviews Levinas sets forth the central features of his
ethical philosophy, previously enunciated in Totality and Infinity (1961), in a
language that bridges to the idiom of his later work. He underlines his dedication
to the phenomenological search for the concrete and the nonformal signification
of alterity. He also elaborates issues that do not receive extensive treatment in his
formal philosophical works, including the question of prephilosophical
experiences and the ethical signification of money, justice, and the State. The
informality of the interviews prompts Levinas to address matters about which he
is reticent in his published works, notably the relation of his ethical philosophy to
theological questions, the intrication of the Hebrew Bible in Greek philosophy,
his substantial corpus of "nonphilosophical" or "confessional" writings on the
Talmud, and recollections of his extraordinary talmudic teacher, Shoshani. The
centerpiece of the volume is a previously untranslated 1986 interview with
François Poirié. Containing Levinas's sole extended discussion of biographical
matters with an interviewer, this text helps to situate Levinas in his contemporary
intellectual world and to clarify his place in French thought.
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Recent debates within Continental philosophy have decisively renewed the question of the ethical, with the
French philosopher Emmanuel Levinas (1905-1995) as its center. Coming from yet in contestation with the
phenomenological traditions of Husserl and Heidegger, Levinas defines ethics as an originary response to the
face of the other. For him, language is an exception to a habitual economy that represses alterity and
maintains the asymmetry and distance constitutive of the nontotalizing relation to the other. Ethics occurs in
the interlocutionary relation to the other, and interpellation?a kind of interruption by speaking?is the essential
feature of ethical language. Between 1982 and 1992, Levinas gave numerous interviews, closing a
distinguished sixty-year career. Of the twenty interviews collected in this volume, seventeen appear in
English for the first time. In the interviews Levinas sets forth the central features of his ethical philosophy,
previously enunciated in Totality and Infinity (1961), in a language that bridges to the idiom of his later
work. He underlines his dedication to the phenomenological search for the concrete and the nonformal
signification of alterity. He also elaborates issues that do not receive extensive treatment in his formal
philosophical works, including the question of prephilosophical experiences and the ethical signification of
money, justice, and the State. The informality of the interviews prompts Levinas to address matters about
which he is reticent in his published works, notably the relation of his ethical philosophy to theological
questions, the intrication of the Hebrew Bible in Greek philosophy, his substantial corpus of
"nonphilosophical" or "confessional" writings on the Talmud, and recollections of his extraordinary talmudic
teacher, Shoshani. The centerpiece of the volume is a previously untranslated 1986 interview with François
Poirié. Containing Levinas's sole extended discussion of biographical matters with an interviewer, this text
helps to situate Levinas in his contemporary intellectual world and to clarify his place in French thought.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Includes the most significant biographical documentation of [Levinas] yet to appear in English, with much
new information on his Jewish upbringing and influences. More substantially, [the collection of interviews]
record, better than any of his other writings, how Levinas conceived of the relation between ethics and
politics." (The Jerusalem Report)

From the Inside Flap

Recent debates within Continental philosophy have decisively renewed the question of the ethical, with the
French philosopher Emmanuel Levinas (1905-1995) as its center. Coming from yet in contestation with the
phenomenological traditions of Husserl and Heidegger, Levinas defines ethics as an originary response to the
face of the other. For him, language is an exception to a habitual economy that represses alterity and
maintains the asymmetry and distance constitutive of the nontotalizing relation to the other. Ethics occurs in
the interlocutionary relation to the other, and interpellation—a kind of interruption by speaking—is the
essential feature of ethical language.
Between 1982 and 1992, Levinas gave numerous interviews, closing a distinguished sixty-year career. Of the
twenty interviews collected in this volume, seventeen appear in English for the first time. In the interviews
Levinas sets forth the central features of his ethical philosophy, previously enunciated in Totality and Infinity
(1961), in a language that bridges to the idiom of his later work. He underlines his dedication to the
phenomenological search for the concrete and the nonformal signification of alterity. He also elaborates
issues that do not receive extensive treatment in his formal philosophical works, including the question of
prephilosophical experiences and the ethical signification of money, justice, and the State.
The informality of the interviews prompts Levinas to address matters about which he is reticent in his
published works, notably the relation of his ethical philosophy to theological questions, the intrication of the
Hebrew Bible in Greek philosophy, his substantial corpus of “nonphilosophical” or “confessional” writings
on the Talmud, and recollections of his extraordinary talmudic teacher, Shoshani.
The centerpiece of the volume is a previously untranslated 1986 interview with François Poirié. Containing
Levinas’s sole extended discussion of biographical matters with an interviewer, this text helps to situate
Levinas in his contemporary intellectual world and to clarify his place in French thought.

From the Back Cover

“Includes the most significant biographical documentation of [Levinas] yet to appear in English, with much
new information on his Jewish upbringing and influences. More substantially, [the collection of interviews]
record, better than any of his other writings, how Levinas conceived of the relation between ethics and
politics.”—The Jerusalem Report

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Tipton:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has



distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Is It Righteous to Be? Interviews with
Emmanuel Levinas. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Gary McIntosh:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Is It Righteous to Be?
Interviews with Emmanuel Levinas book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Sylvia Kirby:

This book untitled Is It Righteous to Be? Interviews with Emmanuel Levinas to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in
it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Margaret James:

The e-book untitled Is It Righteous to Be? Interviews with Emmanuel Levinas is the e-book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share
for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Is It Righteous to Be?
Interviews with Emmanuel Levinas from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.
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