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Peter Eisenman is one of the most controversial protagonists of the architectural
scene, who is known as much for his theoretical essays as he is for his
architecture. While much has been written about his built works and his
philosophies, most books focus on one or the other aspect. By structuring this
volume around the concept of form, Stefano Corbo links together Eisenman’s
architecture with his theory. From Formalism to Weak Form: The Architecture
and Philosophy of Peter Eisenman argues that form is the sphere of mediation
between our body, our inner world and the exterior world and, as such, it enables
connections to be made between philosophy and architecture. From the start of
his career on, Eisenman has been deeply interested in the problem of form in
architecture and has constantly challenged the classical concept of it. For him,
form is not simply a cognitive tool that determines a physical structure, which
discriminates all that is active from what is passive, what is inside from what is
outside. He has always tried to connect his own work with the cultural
manifestations of the time: firstly under the influence of Colin Rowe and his
formalist studies; secondly, by re-interpreting Chomsky’s linguistic theories; in
the 80’s, by collaborating with Derrida and his de-constructivist approach; more
recently,by discovering Henri Bergson's idea of Time. These different moments
underline different phases, different projects, different programmatic manifestos;
and above all, an evolving notion of form. Taking a multi-disciplinary approach
based on the intersections between architecture and philosophy, this book
investigates all these definitions and, in doing so, provides new insights into and
a deeper understanding of the complexity of Eisenman’s work.
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Peter Eisenman is one of the most controversial protagonists of the architectural scene, who is known as
much for his theoretical essays as he is for his architecture. While much has been written about his built
works and his philosophies, most books focus on one or the other aspect. By structuring this volume around
the concept of form, Stefano Corbo links together Eisenman’s architecture with his theory. From Formalism
to Weak Form: The Architecture and Philosophy of Peter Eisenman argues that form is the sphere of
mediation between our body, our inner world and the exterior world and, as such, it enables connections to
be made between philosophy and architecture. From the start of his career on, Eisenman has been deeply
interested in the problem of form in architecture and has constantly challenged the classical concept of it. For
him, form is not simply a cognitive tool that determines a physical structure, which discriminates all that is
active from what is passive, what is inside from what is outside. He has always tried to connect his own work
with the cultural manifestations of the time: firstly under the influence of Colin Rowe and his formalist
studies; secondly, by re-interpreting Chomsky’s linguistic theories; in the 80’s, by collaborating with Derrida
and his de-constructivist approach; more recently,by discovering Henri Bergson's idea of Time. These
different moments underline different phases, different projects, different programmatic manifestos; and
above all, an evolving notion of form. Taking a multi-disciplinary approach based on the intersections
between architecture and philosophy, this book investigates all these definitions and, in doing so, provides
new insights into and a deeper understanding of the complexity of Eisenman’s work.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Despite his significant impact on architecture through both built and theoretical works, most studies of Peter
Eisenman's career focus on either one aspect or the other. In From Formalism to Weak Form: The
Architecture and Philosophy of Peter Eisenman, Stefano Corbo attempts to redress this balance, connecting
themes in the design and the theory of the influential architect across the many stages of his 50-year career.'
arch daily

About the Author
Stefano Corbo is an Italian architect and researcher at ETSAM Madrid (Escuela Técnica Superior de
Arquitectura), where in 2010 he received a MArch II in Advanced Architectural Design; at the same Institute
he is currently a PhD Candidate, with a dissertation entitled: 'Archaeology of Infrastructures: A conceptual
cartography'. Stefano Corbo has worked as Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Architecture in Alghero,
Italy, and lectured at the ETSAM, University of Miami, and University of Wisconsin. In 2012, after
collaborating with Mecanoo Architects (Delft, Netherlands), he founded his own office: SCSTUDIO
Architecture and Design (www.scstudio.eu ), a multidisciplinary network practicing architecture and design,
preoccupied with intellectual, economical and cultural context. He has contributed to several journals (Mark,
CIRCO, CLOG, Il Giornale dell’Architettura, Dichotomy, Studio Magazine, Tremors) and his projects have
been published worldwide.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Peter Wright:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book From Formalism to Weak Form: The Architecture and
Philosophy of Peter Eisenman (Ashgate Studies in Architecture). You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book From Formalism to Weak Form:
The Architecture and Philosophy of Peter Eisenman (Ashgate Studies in Architecture). You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Bessie Barrett:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is
you don't know which one you should start with. This From Formalism to Weak Form: The Architecture and
Philosophy of Peter Eisenman (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.



Carlos Pollard:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of
them is this From Formalism to Weak Form: The Architecture and Philosophy of Peter Eisenman (Ashgate
Studies in Architecture).

Roy Rogers:

Often the book From Formalism to Weak Form: The Architecture and Philosophy of Peter Eisenman
(Ashgate Studies in Architecture) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot
of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write
this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.
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