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Research, philosophy, personal experience, and a dash of creative re-vision
season this intelligent spiritual memoir recounting poet Beth Houston's four-
decade journey "from being spiritually inclined to born-again Christian to
progressive Christian to disillusioned agnostic to delighted Deist." In college
Houston adopted quasi-fundamentalist Christianity as her religion of choice and
continued to consider herself Christian despite years of grappling with
contradictions inherent in any form of fundamentalism. While acknowledging
that her Christian born-again experience was spiritually real, she explains how
her religious experience was socially constructed. Broadly deconstructing "text
worship," including biblical literalism, Houston argues that religious myths,
superstitions, and claims of "special revelation" must be transcended by a belief
that does not contradict our innate, God-given faculties of reason, conscience,
intuition, experience, and aesthetic sensibility, referred to collectively as common
sense. She reminds us that belief is belief, not absolute truth. Deism, literally
God-ism, a humanist, minimalist religion "of God and only God," protects the
believer from presumptuous theology and from the exploitation of religious
leaders and spiritual con artists. To underscore her case for democratic religion,
on the one hand she cites American revolutionaries like Thomas Paine, Thomas
Jefferson, James Madison, and John Adams, and on the other hand exposes the
dark side of faith with examples ranging from the medieval Inquisition to TV
evangelism to the documented connection between religion and crime to the
"divine-right Dominionist alliance" of evangelists, rightwing politicians, major
corporations, and the neocon. In the end, Houston challenges the reader to
experience a similar paradigm shift from anxious blind faith to spiritual delight
derived from the integrity of common sense.
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Research, philosophy, personal experience, and a dash of creative re-vision season this intelligent spiritual
memoir recounting poet Beth Houston's four-decade journey "from being spiritually inclined to born-again
Christian to progressive Christian to disillusioned agnostic to delighted Deist." In college Houston adopted
quasi-fundamentalist Christianity as her religion of choice and continued to consider herself Christian despite
years of grappling with contradictions inherent in any form of fundamentalism. While acknowledging that
her Christian born-again experience was spiritually real, she explains how her religious experience was
socially constructed. Broadly deconstructing "text worship," including biblical literalism, Houston argues
that religious myths, superstitions, and claims of "special revelation" must be transcended by a belief that
does not contradict our innate, God-given faculties of reason, conscience, intuition, experience, and aesthetic
sensibility, referred to collectively as common sense. She reminds us that belief is belief, not absolute truth.
Deism, literally God-ism, a humanist, minimalist religion "of God and only God," protects the believer from
presumptuous theology and from the exploitation of religious leaders and spiritual con artists. To underscore
her case for democratic religion, on the one hand she cites American revolutionaries like Thomas Paine,
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and John Adams, and on the other hand exposes the dark side of faith
with examples ranging from the medieval Inquisition to TV evangelism to the documented connection
between religion and crime to the "divine-right Dominionist alliance" of evangelists, rightwing politicians,
major corporations, and the neocon. In the end, Houston challenges the reader to experience a similar
paradigm shift from anxious blind faith to spiritual delight derived from the integrity of common sense.
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From reader reviews:

John Tibbs:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Born-Again
Deist? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together
with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different
opinion?

Terry Matlock:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Born-Again Deist book as beginner and
daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Luis Ray:

Here thing why that Born-Again Deist are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is
good but it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Born-Again
Deist giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no
publication that similar with Born-Again Deist. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is
easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Born-Again Deist in e-book can be your choice.

Jack Williams:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you is Born-Again Deist this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world
now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that



writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes
this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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