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Power is real, but it does not always prevail. This book explores how disparity
structures international relationships. Beginning at the bilateral level, the
relationship between the smaller side and the larger side can be normal as long as
the smaller does not feel threatened and the larger can assume that its capabilities
are respected. However, the smaller can be tempted to brinksmanship, while the
larger can be tempted to bully. Asymmetric conflicts are often stalemated
because the limited commitment of the larger side is met by the smaller's mortal
resistance. In multilateral situations, asymmetry shapes patterns of uncertainty
and attention. In global systems, how hegemons treat their subjects is the
unobserved sand shifting beneath their feet as they look toward their challenger.
Since 2008, the US has retained primacy but not dominance. The management of
asymmetric relationships in a multinodal world will determine how power
matters in the current era.
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Power is real, but it does not always prevail. This book explores how disparity structures international
relationships. Beginning at the bilateral level, the relationship between the smaller side and the larger side
can be normal as long as the smaller does not feel threatened and the larger can assume that its capabilities
are respected. However, the smaller can be tempted to brinksmanship, while the larger can be tempted to
bully. Asymmetric conflicts are often stalemated because the limited commitment of the larger side is met by
the smaller's mortal resistance. In multilateral situations, asymmetry shapes patterns of uncertainty and
attention. In global systems, how hegemons treat their subjects is the unobserved sand shifting beneath their
feet as they look toward their challenger. Since 2008, the US has retained primacy but not dominance. The
management of asymmetric relationships in a multinodal world will determine how power matters in the
current era.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Womack explores the dynamics of asymmetrical relationships in international relations, including unequal
bilateral relationships and patterns of asymmetry in multilateral settings. He finds, inter alia, that asymmetric
conflicts are often stalemated when the limited commitment of the larger side is met with 'mortal resistance'
by the smaller side.' Survival: Global Politics and Strategy

'Some books tell you all you want to know about a subject; some tell you more than you want to know; some
don't tell you much at all; but some raise questions in your mind, provoke new thoughts, and lay the
groundwork for further research. To his credit, Brantly Womack's Asymmetry and International
Relationships is that last kind of book.' David A. Baldwin, H-Diplo

About the Author
Brantly Womack holds the C. K. Yen Chair at the Miller Center and is Professor of Foreign Affairs at the
University of Virginia. His research focuses on Chinese politics and international relationships in East Asia.
His most recent books include China and Vietnam: The Politics of Asymmetry (2006), China among
Unequals (2010), and China's Rise in Historical Perspective (2010). He has worked closely with universities
and research institutes in China, Vietnam, and Taiwan and was given the China Friendship Award in 2011.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Ray:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their
spare time to take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed
Asymmetry and International Relationships? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Vickie Reed:

The book Asymmetry and International Relationships can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Asymmetry and
International Relationships? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book
can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge
or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Asymmetry and International Relationships has simple shape however you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.



Erin Weiss:

The book Asymmetry and International Relationships will bring someone to the new experience of reading
the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this
book very appropriate to you. The book Asymmetry and International Relationships is much recommended
to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

James Cummings:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
internal or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Asymmetry and International Relationships can make you feel more interested to read.
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