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Alcatraz - A Definitive History of the Penitentiary Years is a comprehensive
reference with hundreds of pages of historic photographs, documents, and
information that breaks away from traditional tourist style books. This book is
the result of years of intensive research, and navigates the Island's history
through rarely seen documents, interviews, and historic photographs.

Historian Michael Esslinger thoroughly details the prominent events, inmates,
and life inside the most infamous prison in American History. His research
included hundreds of hours examining actual Alcatraz inmate files (including
rare original documents from Al Capone, Machine Gun Kelly, and over a
hundred others) exploring the prison grounds from the rooftop to the waterfront
to help retrace events, escape routes, in addition to conducting various interviews
with former inmates & guards. His study has resulted in detailed accounts of both
the 1946 & 1962 Escape attempts. A definitive account of the 1962 escape of
Frank Morris and the Anglin Brothers provides rare insight extracted through
photos, and over 1,700 pages of FBI investigative notes.

Detailed narratives of Alcatraz's most notable inmates who include Robert Stroud
(Birdman of Alcatraz), Al Capone, Machine Gun Kelly, Frank Morris, the Anglin
Brothers, Doc Barker, Joe Cretzer, Bernard Coy, Miran Thompson, Sam
Shockley, and many-many others. Alcatraz Federal Prison - A Definitive History
of the Penitentiary Years, is a comprehensive reference on the history of Alcatraz
and contains one of the most comprehensive archives of inmate and prison life
photographs (nearly 1,000) from 1934-1963.
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books. This book is the result of years of intensive research, and navigates the Island's history through rarely
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Historian Michael Esslinger thoroughly details the prominent events, inmates, and life inside the most
infamous prison in American History. His research included hundreds of hours examining actual Alcatraz
inmate files (including rare original documents from Al Capone, Machine Gun Kelly, and over a hundred
others) exploring the prison grounds from the rooftop to the waterfront to help retrace events, escape routes,
in addition to conducting various interviews with former inmates & guards. His study has resulted in detailed
accounts of both the 1946 & 1962 Escape attempts. A definitive account of the 1962 escape of Frank Morris
and the Anglin Brothers provides rare insight extracted through photos, and over 1,700 pages of FBI
investigative notes.

Detailed narratives of Alcatraz's most notable inmates who include Robert Stroud (Birdman of Alcatraz), Al
Capone, Machine Gun Kelly, Frank Morris, the Anglin Brothers, Doc Barker, Joe Cretzer, Bernard Coy,
Miran Thompson, Sam Shockley, and many-many others. Alcatraz Federal Prison - A Definitive History of
the Penitentiary Years, is a comprehensive reference on the history of Alcatraz and contains one of the most
comprehensive archives of inmate and prison life photographs (nearly 1,000) from 1934-1963.
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Editorial Review

Review
"... a greater trove of historical riches and human drama than screenwriters could imagine."
-- Jeanne Cooper, San Francisco Chronicle

"Through meticulous research, he has captured the experience of Alcatraz with an authentic voice."
-- From the foreword by former Alcatraz Inmate Darwin E. Coon.

"A detailed, in-depth, definitive, informative, and superbly presented account of an infamous institution of
American history."
-- Jim Cox, Editor-in-Chief, Midwest Book Review, KNLS Bookwatch

"This is a serious book, a comprehensive history of the island during its three decades as a federal
penitentiary. At 451 oversized pages, including more than 1,000 pictures, it also represents a mammoth
research undertaking... simply a terrific book, and an even better reference tool."
-- Sue Fishkoff, Coast Weekly

About the Author
Michael Esslinger is a historical researcher and best-selling author whose acclaimed work has appeared in
numerous books, film and television documentaries, including segments on the Discovery, National
Geographic and History Channels.

His work spans entertainment, science, politics and historical subjects. From Space to Alcatraz, he has
interviewed icons that have shaped world history, and continues to write on subjects that explore a vast
spectrum of the human experience. He resides in California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Patton:

The book Alcatraz: A History of the Penitentiary Years make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need
to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book Alcatraz: A History of the Penitentiary
Years to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a e-
book Alcatraz: A History of the Penitentiary Years. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Jennifer McMorris:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. To be sure that book is very important usually. The book Alcatraz: A History of the Penitentiary
Years was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It



doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Alcatraz: A History of the Penitentiary Years is not only
giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can
spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Alcatraz: A
History of the Penitentiary Years. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Darius Cramer:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Alcatraz: A History of the Penitentiary Years book is readable by
simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding
Alcatraz: A History of the Penitentiary Years content conveys objective easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do
you even now thinking Alcatraz: A History of the Penitentiary Years is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Rhonda Kirby:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we
will say absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have
read is usually Alcatraz: A History of the Penitentiary Years.
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