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Editorial Review

About the Author
Kenneth Wapnick, Ph.D. is a clinical psychologist and one of the foremost teachers of A Course in Miracles,
which he has been working with since 1973, when he joined Dr. Helen Schucman, scribe of the Course, and
Dr. William Thetford at the Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center in New York. He has written more than
25 books on the Course, including Love Does Not Condemn, Absence from Felicity: The Story of Helen
Schucman and Her Scribing of 'A Course in Miracles,' The Message of 'A Course in Miracles,' and many
others. He has also produced over 150 audio and video titles discussing the principles of the Course. He is
President and co-founder, with his wife Gloria, of the Foundation for A Course in Miracles in Temecula,
California.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
From pages 57-59:

In the first part of the book, which deals with the origin and nature of time, we are concerned mostly with
passages which present A Course in Miracles' basic metaphysics of time. The two sections we are about to
study do that as well, but they also serve as a bridge into Part II, which will deal more with the Course's view
of time in relation to the plan of the Atonement, and its direct relevance to the central teaching on the
miracle's collapse of time through forgiveness.

...it is important to keep in mind our previous statement that A Course in Miracles is written on two different
levels....The Level One treatment of time incorporates the idea that everything has already happened, having
all occurred in a split second, and that we really are not experiencing anything for the first time. We are, in
effect sitting in front of a TV screen, kaleidoscope, or a computer, and merely by choice "reviewing mentally
what has gone by." This is intelligible only when time is regarded as non-linear, as the experience of past,
present, future is merely part of the ego's trickery.

...A Course in Miracles frequently speaks about time as if it were linear....Thus, Jesus is saying that even
though time is an illusion and there is no past, present, and future, he will talk about time as if it were linear,
because that is what we believe....the major thrust of the Course is...to help us with the very practical
problems we believe we have, all of which involve our experience of time's linearity. As A Course in
Miracles says of itself:

This is not a course in philosophical speculation, nor is it concerned with precise terminology. It is concerned
only with Atonement, or the correction of perception (C-in.1:1-2). From pages 204-205:

It is evident that the Holy Spirit's perception of time is the exact opposite of the ego's. The reason is equally
clear, for they perceive the goal of time as diametrically opposed. The Holy Spirit interprets time's purpose
as rendering the need for time unnecessary. He regards the function of time as temporary, serving only His
teaching function, which is temporary by definition.

...The ego's purpose is to teach us that time is real, while the Holy Spirit's purpose is to teach exactly the
opposite....The purpose of time, which is forgiveness, was given by the Holy Spirit in answer to the ego's
purpose of time, which is guilt. His emphasis is therefore on the only aspect of time that can extend to the
infinite, for now is the closest approximation of eternity that this world offers. It is in the reality of "now,"
without past or future, that the beginning of the appreciation of eternity lies. For only "now" is here, and only



"now" presents the opportunities for the holy encounters in which salvation can be found.

We are still operating within the second level, within the illusory nature of this world where time is seen as
linear -- past, present, and future. But the Holy Spirit helps us use that linearity to forgive the past, let go of
the fear of the future, and then to retain the present. Thus, we are clearly not talking about eternity, which is
independent of time, but rather the steps within the dream that will lead us to Heaven....this should not be
confused with the Gestalt emphasis on the present, the "here and now," because this is seen only within a
linear, "this world" context. A Course in Miracles, on the other hand, speaks about using the "now" to lead us
beyond time entirely. In addition, the purely psychological approach to valuing the present emphasizes our
feelings in the present. The Course's understanding is that feelings are not the key factor, but rather are the
effects of the thoughts that give rise to those feelings. From page 229:

Thus, the Holy Spirit operates within this temporal framework even though He knows that time and space
are not real. However, He does not obliterate the belief in time and space, which would awaken us from the
dream too rapidly, precipitating panic. Rather, the Holy Spirit changes our nightmare dreams to happy
dreams. This results in the experience of remaining in the split mind, living within the world of time and
space, but living only in the present, not the past or the future. What is thus undone is not the dream itself,
but simply the part of the dream that holds our guilt and the belief that God will punish us. As the text says
of the miracle: The miracle does not awaken you, but merely shows you who the dreamer is. It teaches you
there is a choice of dreams while you are still asleep, depending on the purpose of your dreaming. Do you
wish for dreams of healing, or for dreams of death? (T-28.II.4:2-4)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carlos Vickers:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book A Vast Illusion: Time According to 'A Course in
Miracles' will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable
book with you?

Mindy Arredondo:

The book untitled A Vast Illusion: Time According to 'A Course in Miracles' contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author.
The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it.
Have a nice read.



John Flores:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is A Vast Illusion: Time According to 'A Course in Miracles' this e-book consist a lot
of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can
the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Larry Luis:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This publication A Vast Illusion: Time According to 'A Course in Miracles' was
filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.
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