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In a time when burkini bans and terrorist attacks have thrust France into the
international news cycle, people around the world are asking if there could be
something that sets France apart from other nations and perhaps makes it a target.
Is it possible there is more going on beneath the surface, tensions in French
society that make it a powder keg? The answer may lie in history and appears
most visibly in two military trials, in 1894 and 1899, which earned the moniker
of the Dreyfus Affair and extended well beyond the courtroom, much as the O.J.
Simpson trial did in the 1990s. Behind the lightheartedness of La Belle Epoque,
which France presented to the world at the end of the 19th century, there was a
quite different reality illustrated by the Dreyfus Affair and brought to public
attention by Émile Zola, an exemplar of realism in literature. He argued that the
trials for high treason of a Jewish Army officer, Alfred Dreyfus, was not the just
punishment for a national traitor, as the Army claimed, but blatant persecution of
a Jewish citizen. The Army thought it could get away with framing an innocent
man and sending him to solitary confinement in exile. What the Army did not
realize was that the media - armed with a new technology, the telegraph - were
about to revolutionize public discourse. The widespread mobilization and
polarization of public opinion encouraged by Zola's “J’Accuse” soon proved too
strong to ignore. More than 150 years later, much of Zola's fiery critique of
French society still rings true. Media coverage, raised to a new level by the
telegraph, played as an important role in his day as it does in the present age of
the internet - with the challenges of pluralism in France as front and center as
ever. If France is to have peace, Elfin argues, it must open itself to broader and
more inclusive definitions of French-ness.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Margery Elfin has long held an interest in politics and criminal justice and the media’s role in creating public
opinion. She earned a B.A. from Wellesley College, an M.A. from the New School for Social Research, and
a Ph.D. in Public Law and Government from Columbia University. She retired as professor emerita of Hood
College in Frederick, MD, where she chaired the Department of History and Political Science.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Carlson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a book. The book A Nation on Trial: France and the Legacy of the Dreyfus Affair
it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
provides high quality.

Donald Lombard:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this A Nation on Trial: France and the
Legacy of the Dreyfus Affair book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation A Nation on Trial: France
and the Legacy of the Dreyfus Affair as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one
book that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.

Hermelinda Anthony:

This A Nation on Trial: France and the Legacy of the Dreyfus Affair is great publication for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can claim no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having A Nation on Trial: France and the Legacy of the Dreyfus Affair in your hand like having



the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world
inside ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and
Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Tommy Worm:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book A Nation on Trial: France and the
Legacy of the Dreyfus Affair to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it
and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open
a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve A Nation on Trial: France and the Legacy of the Dreyfus
Affair can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of
their time.
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