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When trapped or frightened, Esther sees windows --- and flying out of them --- as
her only salvation. Young, Jewish and on the run from the Nazis, Esther is one of
a group of children who manage to flee Germany for Belgium and then France at
the beginning of World War II.

Despite her perilous situation, she frets over her frumpy looks, is ridiculed by the
popular girls and loves a boy who --- at the best of times --- treats her like a
sister. As the war rages on and Esther bears witness to its horrors, her pain and
isolation grow --- until only the highest windows bring the promise of release.
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Jewish and on the run from the Nazis, Esther is one of a group of children who manage to flee Germany for
Belgium and then France at the beginning of World War II.

Despite her perilous situation, she frets over her frumpy looks, is ridiculed by the popular girls and loves a
boy who --- at the best of times --- treats her like a sister. As the war rages on and Esther bears witness to its
horrors, her pain and isolation grow --- until only the highest windows bring the promise of release.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 8 Up-Esther describes her life as one of a group of Jewish children taken from Germany to France by
the Red Cross during World War II. The novel begins when she is 15 and living in a French castle; her
childhood in Berlin is described through flashbacks. After France's surrender to Germany, the situation
becomes more dangerous for the refugees. Afraid that the Nazis will arrest her, Esther leaves the castle and
eventually becomes involved with the Jewish Underground. Based on true events, this is an immediate,
painfully honest story. Since she is from a more traditionally Jewish family, Esther is an outcast among the
youngsters in her group, many of whom consider themselves to be "modern Jews." They also tease her about
being overweight. Her relationship with her only friend, Walter, is complicated by his interest in another girl.
Esther's longing for her family and feelings of depression make her a very real character and her increasing
losses and loneliness draw readers into her experiences. The title comes from her many attempts to jump
through windows, whether to hide from teasing or to save her life. An enigmatic ending brings closure
without being overly optimistic. Kositsky has created an engaging, introspective narrator, and she uses detail
to define even minor characters clearly. This is a mature novel, honest about the dangers and uncertainties of
life for Jews during World War II. The inclusion of French, German, Yiddish, and Hebrew words adds
authenticity, but there is no glossary to define them.
Beth L. Meister, Yeshiva of Central Queens, Flushing, NY
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
Superb, wrenching Holocaust fiction.

Kositsky’s focus on human imperfection and quotidian detail poignantly reminds readers that the Holocaust -
in all it inhumanity - happened to real human beings.

Kositsky deftly handles the irony of Esther’s maturation - that her girlhood tendency towards self-destructive
acts is finally overcome by horrors greater than low self-esteem. The conclusion, which finds Esther
committed to the Resistance and the war still raging, forces readers to supply their own ending; cautiously
hopeful is as good as it gets.

Kositsky has created an engaging, introspective narrator, and she uses detail to define even minor characters
clearly. This is a mature novel, honest about the dangers and uncertainties of life for Jews during World War
ll.

About the Author
Lynne Kositsky is an award-winning poet and young adult author whose work includes The Thought of High
Windows, Claire by Moonlight, and the Rachel books for the Our Canadian Girl series. Lynne lives in
Toronto with her husband and two shelties.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Leonard Parnell:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The Thought of High Windows is kind of
book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

James Brown:

This The Thought of High Windows are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
reason of this The Thought of High Windows can be one of many great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that possibly will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Thought of High Windows giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Mae Marks:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is
this The Thought of High Windows.

Soledad Neeley:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new book.
It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
guide. The book The Thought of High Windows it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.
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