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The meaning of things is a study of the significance of material possessions in
contemporary urban life, and of the ways people carve meaning out of their
domestic environment. Drawing on a survey of eighty families in Chicago who
were interviewed on the subject of their feelings about common household
objects, Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi and Eugene Rochberg-Halton provide a unique
perspective on materialism, American culture, and the self. They begin by
reviewing what social scientists and philosophers have said about the transactions
between people and things. In the model of 'personhood' that the authors develop,
goal-directed action and the cultivation of meaning through signs assume central
importance. They then relate theoretical issues to the results of their survey. An
important finding is the distinction between objects valued for action and those
valued for contemplation. The authors compare families who have warm
emotional attachments to their homes with those in which a common set of
positive meanings is lacking, and interpret the different patterns of involvement.
They then trace the cultivation of meaning in case studies of four families.
Finally, the authors address what they describe as the current crisis of
environmental and material exploitation, and suggest that human capacities for
the creation and redirection of meaning offer the only hope for survival. A wide
range of scholars - urban and family sociologists, clinical, developmental and
environmental psychologists, cultural anthropologists and philosophers, and
many general readers - will find this book stimulating and compelling.
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The meaning of things is a study of the significance of material possessions in contemporary urban life, and
of the ways people carve meaning out of their domestic environment. Drawing on a survey of eighty families
in Chicago who were interviewed on the subject of their feelings about common household objects, Mihaly
Csikszentmihalyi and Eugene Rochberg-Halton provide a unique perspective on materialism, American
culture, and the self. They begin by reviewing what social scientists and philosophers have said about the
transactions between people and things. In the model of 'personhood' that the authors develop, goal-directed
action and the cultivation of meaning through signs assume central importance. They then relate theoretical
issues to the results of their survey. An important finding is the distinction between objects valued for action
and those valued for contemplation. The authors compare families who have warm emotional attachments to
their homes with those in which a common set of positive meanings is lacking, and interpret the different
patterns of involvement. They then trace the cultivation of meaning in case studies of four families. Finally,
the authors address what they describe as the current crisis of environmental and material exploitation, and
suggest that human capacities for the creation and redirection of meaning offer the only hope for survival. A
wide range of scholars - urban and family sociologists, clinical, developmental and environmental
psychologists, cultural anthropologists and philosophers, and many general readers - will find this book
stimulating and compelling.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
This is a study of the significance of material possessions in contemporary urban life, and of the ways people
carve meaning out of their domestic environment.

About the Author
Eugene Halton is Professor of Sociology and American Studies at the University of Notre Dame. In addition
to being coauthor of The Meaning of Things, he is author of Bereft of Reason (1995, 1997), Meaning and
Modernity (1986), and a forthcoming book on American culture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ashley Parra:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for people. The book The Meaning of Things: Domestic Symbols and the Self
was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The reserve The Meaning of Things: Domestic Symbols and the Self is not only giving
you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book The Meaning of
Things: Domestic Symbols and the Self. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Brian Crafton:

The reason why? Because this The Meaning of Things: Domestic Symbols and the Self is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book
will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Bertha Wood:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Meaning of Things: Domestic Symbols and the Self the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each
and every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe



you never get ahead of. The The Meaning of Things: Domestic Symbols and the Self giving you one more
experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

Valery Carpenter:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Meaning of Things: Domestic Symbols and the Self can make you sense more
interested to read.
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