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For over half a century, Robert Gibson has published extensively on Alain-
Fournier's life and work and is now acknowledged as the leading authority on
this subject in the English-speaking world. His previous book on Fournier, The
Land Without a Name, was widely praised. In the thirty years since this was
published, much new material has come to light. This includes biographical and
photographic material about the two great loves of Fournier's life, the hitherto
elusive Yvonne de Quievrecourt and 'Simone', the leading boulevard actress of
her day; a host of letters to and from Fournier's friends and fellow-writers; a
substantial compilation of his work as a prolific literary gossip columnist; the
complete drafts of his second novel and the plays left unfinished when he went
off to the war in 1914; and, finally, his body, unearthed in the woods near Verdun
where it had lain undetected for three-quarters of a century. In the light of all this,
Gibson now provides a re-appraisal of Fournier's complex love-life, his
undervalued career as a journalist, a re-examination of the long and complicated
genesis of Le Grand Mealnes, the fullest analysis in any language of all his
poetry and prose together with an authoritative overview of the remarkable range
of critical interpretations to which his haunting masterpiece has been subject. The
result is a compelling piece of literary detective-work and a human story
sensitively and movingly told. Lavishly illustrated, this is a book which will
appeal both to the serious scholar and the general reader.
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now acknowledged as the leading authority on this subject in the English-speaking world. His previous book
on Fournier, The Land Without a Name, was widely praised. In the thirty years since this was published,
much new material has come to light. This includes biographical and photographic material about the two
great loves of Fournier's life, the hitherto elusive Yvonne de Quievrecourt and 'Simone', the leading
boulevard actress of her day; a host of letters to and from Fournier's friends and fellow-writers; a substantial
compilation of his work as a prolific literary gossip columnist; the complete drafts of his second novel and
the plays left unfinished when he went off to the war in 1914; and, finally, his body, unearthed in the woods
near Verdun where it had lain undetected for three-quarters of a century. In the light of all this, Gibson now
provides a re-appraisal of Fournier's complex love-life, his undervalued career as a journalist, a re-
examination of the long and complicated genesis of Le Grand Mealnes, the fullest analysis in any language
of all his poetry and prose together with an authoritative overview of the remarkable range of critical
interpretations to which his haunting masterpiece has been subject. The result is a compelling piece of
literary detective-work and a human story sensitively and movingly told. Lavishly illustrated, this is a book
which will appeal both to the serious scholar and the general reader.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A worthy conclusion to a lifetime with Fournier". Robin Buss, TLS "A fine, final version of his acclaimed
biography". Michele Roberts, The Independent "A significant reappraisal of the detail and influences of
Alain-Fournier's life." Mark Thwaite, ReadySteadyBook.com

About the Author
Robert Gibson is a retired Professor of French from the University of Kent. He lives and writes in Sidmouth,
Devon. His previous books include: The Quest of Alain-Fournier (1953), Modern French Poets on Poetry
(1961), and A Land without a Name (1975). Best of Enemies, first published in 1995, has been published by
Impress Books in a fully updated and revised edition for the centenary of the Entente Cordiale in 2004.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Barnett:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking
at a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The End of Youth: The Life and
Work of Alain-Fournier book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Deanna Nance:

This The End of Youth: The Life and Work of Alain-Fournier are usually reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this The End of Youth: The Life and Work of Alain-Fournier
can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you
with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The
End of Youth: The Life and Work of Alain-Fournier forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise.
So , let's have it and revel in reading.

William Copeland:

The reason why? Because this The End of Youth: The Life and Work of Alain-Fournier is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret
the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning



completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Loren Hatmaker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The End of Youth:
The Life and Work of Alain-Fournier.
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