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In this innovative volume, anthropologists turn their attention to a topic that has
rarely figured as a focus of concerted investigation and yet which can be
described as an intrinsic aspect of all human knowing and part of all processes by
which human beings process information about themselves, their identities, their
environments and their relations: the imagination. How do anthropologists use
imagination in coming to know their research subjects? How might they, and
how should they, use their imagination? And how do research subjects
themselves understand, describe, justify and limit their use of the imagination?
Presenting a range of case studies from a variety of locations including the UK,
US, Africa, East Asia and South America, this collection offers a comparative
exploration of how imagination has been conceptualized and understood in a
range of analytical traditions, with regard to issues of both methodology and
ethnomethodology. With emphasis not on abstraction but on imagination as
activity, technique and subject situated in the middle of lives, Reflections on
Imagination sheds new light on imagination as a universal capacity and practice -
something to which human beings attend whenever they make sense of their
environments and situate their life-projects in these environments - the means by
which worlds come to be.
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In this innovative volume, anthropologists turn their attention to a topic that has rarely figured as a focus of
concerted investigation and yet which can be described as an intrinsic aspect of all human knowing and part
of all processes by which human beings process information about themselves, their identities, their
environments and their relations: the imagination. How do anthropologists use imagination in coming to
know their research subjects? How might they, and how should they, use their imagination? And how do
research subjects themselves understand, describe, justify and limit their use of the imagination? Presenting a
range of case studies from a variety of locations including the UK, US, Africa, East Asia and South America,
this collection offers a comparative exploration of how imagination has been conceptualized and understood
in a range of analytical traditions, with regard to issues of both methodology and ethnomethodology. With
emphasis not on abstraction but on imagination as activity, technique and subject situated in the middle of
lives, Reflections on Imagination sheds new light on imagination as a universal capacity and practice -
something to which human beings attend whenever they make sense of their environments and situate their
life-projects in these environments - the means by which worlds come to be.
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Editorial Review

Review
'An important and timely volume that brings together different perspectives on the surprisingly little explored
topic of the imagination. In its ambitious scope and rich ethnographic detail, it promises to become essential
reading for anthropologists and those working in related fields of enquiry.' Anna Grimshaw, Emory
University, USA 'Arguably the single faculty that sets humanity most decisively apart from the rest of the
animal kingdom, the imagination enters into our lives at every stage, enabling humans to create invisible
connections, conjure up possible and impossible worlds, expand their horizons and produce metaphors and
theories. This strikingly original volume convincingly demonstrates the importance of the imagination in
ethnographic observation, anthropological analysis and the local lives under scrutiny. It showcases
anthropology as a fundamental humanistic discipline.' Thomas Hylland Eriksen, University of Oslo, Norway
'The contributors to this intriguing collection of essays criss-cross the terrain designated by the English terms
"imagination", "the imagined", and "the imaginary", and their (approximate) equivalents in other languages.
The reader is guided helpfully through a variety of learned genealogies of the imagination and treated to
much evocative ethnography. Classic views, going back to Kant and beyond, are brought into conversation
with the most contemporary anthropological theory, and anyone who aspires to practise ethnography will be
challenged to rethink the role of the imagination in that rather peculiar enterprise. Highly recommended.'
David N. Gellner, University of Oxford, UK

About the Author
Mark Harris is Reader in Social Anthropology and Head of the Department of Anthropology at the
University of St Andrews, UK. He is the author Life on the Amazon: The Anthropology of a Brazilian
Peasant Village, and Rebellion on the Amazon: Race, Popular Culture and the Cabanagem in the North of
Brazil, 1798-1840, the editor of Ways of Knowing and co-editor of Some Other Amazonians. Nigel Rapport
is Professor of Anthropological and Philosophical Studies and Director of the Centre for Cosmopolitan
Studies at the University of St. Andrews, UK. He is the author of Transcendent Individual: Towards a Literal
and Liberal Anthropology, The Trouble with Community: Anthropological Reflections on Movement,
Identity and Collectivity, 'I am Dynamite': An Alternative Anthropology of Power, Social and Cultural
Anthropology: The Key Concepts, and Of Orderlies and Men: Hospital Porters Achieving Wellness at Work
and editor of Questions of Consciousness, British Subjects: An Anthropology of Britain, and Democracy,
Science and The Open Society: A European Legacy?

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amy Sims:

This Reflections on Imagination: Human Capacity and Ethnographic Method (Anthropological Studies of
Creativity and Perception) is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for you who
have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info
accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read
the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Reflections on
Imagination: Human Capacity and Ethnographic Method (Anthropological Studies of Creativity and



Perception) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that
no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So ,
this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Ruben Jenkins:

The book untitled Reflections on Imagination: Human Capacity and Ethnographic Method (Anthropological
Studies of Creativity and Perception) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl
idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy
to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary
works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you
can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official
web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Sara Matthews:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Reflections on Imagination: Human Capacity and
Ethnographic Method (Anthropological Studies of Creativity and Perception) can be the answer, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh
era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Michael Major:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and Reflections on Imagination: Human Capacity and
Ethnographic Method (Anthropological Studies of Creativity and Perception) or others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add
their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Reflections on Imagination:
Human Capacity and Ethnographic Method (Anthropological Studies of Creativity and Perception) to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Download and Read Online Reflections on Imagination: Human
Capacity and Ethnographic Method (Anthropological Studies of
Creativity and Perception) From Routledge #BIRC74H0GZN



Read Reflections on Imagination: Human Capacity and
Ethnographic Method (Anthropological Studies of Creativity and
Perception) From Routledge for online ebook

Reflections on Imagination: Human Capacity and Ethnographic Method (Anthropological Studies of
Creativity and Perception) From Routledge Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to
read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to
read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Reflections on
Imagination: Human Capacity and Ethnographic Method (Anthropological Studies of Creativity and
Perception) From Routledge books to read online.

Online Reflections on Imagination: Human Capacity and Ethnographic Method
(Anthropological Studies of Creativity and Perception) From Routledge ebook PDF
download

Reflections on Imagination: Human Capacity and Ethnographic Method (Anthropological Studies of
Creativity and Perception) From Routledge Doc

Reflections on Imagination: Human Capacity and Ethnographic Method (Anthropological Studies of Creativity and
Perception) From Routledge Mobipocket

Reflections on Imagination: Human Capacity and Ethnographic Method (Anthropological Studies of Creativity and
Perception) From Routledge EPub

BIRC74H0GZN: Reflections on Imagination: Human Capacity and Ethnographic Method (Anthropological Studies of
Creativity and Perception) From Routledge


