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The ultimate “dictionary” for lovers of Provence: Peter Mayle's personal
selection of the foods, customs and words he finds most fascinating, curious,
delicious, or just plain fun.

Though organized from A to Z, this is hardly a conventional work of reference.
In more than 170 entries, Peter Mayle—bestselling author of A Year in
Provence—writes about subjects as wide-ranging as architecture and zingue-
zingue-zoun (in the local patois, a word meant to describe the sound of a violin).
And, of course, he writes about food and drink: vin rosé, truffles, olives, melons,
bouillabaisse, the cheese that killed a Roman emperor, even a cure for
indigestion.

Provence A-Z is a delight for Peter Mayle's ever-growing audience and the
perfect complement to any guidebook on Provence, or, for that matter, France.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The author of several books set in Provence, including the now classic travel tome A Year in Provence and a
more recent novel, A Good Year, Mayle has once again trapped the sunshine, the wind and the very
lavender-laden air of the southeastern French countryside in his prose. The reference-desk title is appropriate
if the desk in reference is that of a librarian at your favorite getaway inn in Aix or Marseille. This anecdotal
encyclopedia may have been written expressly for discovery on the shelf of a rented mas, "a collection of
agricultural buildings joined together," and enjoyed over an afternoon repast of Banon, "armed with a fresh
baguette and a bottle of local wine." Mayle is the self-appointed pied piper of Provence for Anglophone
Francophiles everywhere, and these entries, from "Accent" to "Zingue-Zingue-Zoun," display the same
conversational style his fans have come to expect. He includes information about lesser-known sights like
the museum of the Foreign Legion and local food like bouillabaisse, but the charm of the book is in
unexpected factual gems like "the male goat can copulate up to forty times a day" found in an otherwise
straightforward entry about chèvre. Mayle writes beautifully of the seasons—Automne, Été, Hiver and
Printemps—which he shares as his own personal Provence with the earnestly planning tourist and the
dreamy armchair traveler alike. (Nov.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Peter Mayle is synonymous with Provence, the region in the South of France where, as an expatriate from
Britain, he has lived for many years and written about in such best-selling nonfiction accounts as A Year in
Provence (1990) and Toujours Provence (1991) and such fun novels as Hotel Pastis (1993) and Chasing
Cezanne (1997). His new book, obviously from the title, is another installment in his coverage of his favorite
location and topic. More than 200 entries ranging in length from four lines to two to three pages appear on its
pages, in alphabetical order, in which he discusses topics relevant to Provencal life. Although Mayle insists
"It's impossible business, trying to squeeze Provence into a single volume," he's done his best. The result is a
delightful education for armchair travelers--or actual ones who are heading there for a visit or have
previously done so. From "Accent" ("If words were edible, Provencal speech would be a rich, thick, pungent
verbal stew") to "Zola, Francois" (father of novelist Emile), a personal and personable book. Brad Hooper
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“Mayle's affection for lavender fields and languid lunched continues unabated-and so does his influence.”
—USA Today

“Mayle's magpie dictionary yields amusing facts . . . and useful information. . . . You'll soon succumb to his
road-tested charm.”
—The New York Times Book Review

“Whether he's smacking his lips in gustatory contentment or mock exasperation, Mayle's affection runneth
over. . . . If there is anything charmless or depressing in all of Provence, its secret is safe with him.”
—The Boston Globe

“After nearly two decades of writing about the character and the characters of Provence, Mayle's love for this
rich and colorful region is undiminished.”

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


—The Christian Science Monitor

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rafael Runyan:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling
bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They
should answer that question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar
in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of
Provence A-Z: A Francophile's Essential Handbook (Vintage Departures) to read.

Louise Lewis:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Provence A-Z: A Francophile's Essential Handbook (Vintage Departures), it is possible to tells
your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a reserve.

Yasmin Parker:

Why? Because this Provence A-Z: A Francophile's Essential Handbook (Vintage Departures) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book
in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Paul Horn:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Provence A-Z: A Francophile's Essential Handbook
(Vintage Departures) was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Provence A-
Z: A Francophile's Essential Handbook (Vintage Departures) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the



character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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