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INCLUDES AN EXCERPT OF RENDELL’S FINAL NOVEL, DARK
CORNERS

Ruth Rendell is widely considered to be crime fiction’s reigning queen, with a
remarkable career spanning more than forty years. Now, in Portobello, she
delivers a captivating and intricate tale that weaves together the troubled lives of
several people in the gentrified neighborhood of London’s Notting Hill.

Walking to the shops one day, fifty-year-old Eugene Wren discovers an envelope
on the street bulging with cash. A man plagued by a shameful addiction—and his
own good intentions—Wren hatches a plan to find the money’s rightful owner.
Instead of going to the police, or taking the cash for himself, he prints a notice
and posts it around Portobello Road. This ill-conceived act creates a chain of
events that links Wren to other Londoners—people afflicted with their own
obsessions and despairs. As these volatile characters come into Wren’s life—and
the life of his trusting fiancée—the consequences will change them all.

Portobello is a wonderfully complex tour de force featuring a dazzling depiction
of one of London’s most intriguing neighborhoods—and the dangers beneath its
newly posh veneer.
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Ruth Rendell is widely considered to be crime fiction’s reigning queen, with a remarkable career spanning
more than forty years. Now, in Portobello, she delivers a captivating and intricate tale that weaves together
the troubled lives of several people in the gentrified neighborhood of London’s Notting Hill.

Walking to the shops one day, fifty-year-old Eugene Wren discovers an envelope on the street bulging with
cash. A man plagued by a shameful addiction—and his own good intentions—Wren hatches a plan to find
the money’s rightful owner. Instead of going to the police, or taking the cash for himself, he prints a notice
and posts it around Portobello Road. This ill-conceived act creates a chain of events that links Wren to other
Londoners—people afflicted with their own obsessions and despairs. As these volatile characters come into
Wren’s life—and the life of his trusting fiancée—the consequences will change them all.

Portobello is a wonderfully complex tour de force featuring a dazzling depiction of one of London’s most
intriguing neighborhoods—and the dangers beneath its newly posh veneer.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. London's Portobello Road, a street fabled for its shops and outdoor market, provides the
backdrop for Edgar-winner Rendell's superlative suspense novel, which features a cast of colorful characters
from varied classes and walks of life. Secretive 50-year-old Eugene Wren, who's addicted to cheap candy
lozenges, is toying with marrying his longtime girlfriend, physician Ella Cotswold. Rootless Lance Platt
cases the neighborhood for costly homes he can break into, and clashes with his great-uncle, Gilbert Gibson,
a former burglar who now preaches the gospel. One man's losing 115 pounds triggers a series of
coincidences that brings this disparate lot closer together, toward haphazard violence and death. Rendell
(The Water's Lovely) is particularly adept at portraying young people just a dole check away from
homelessness as well as the carelessness and callousness of the book's upper-middle-class characters. Her
style has become ever more spare while retaining its subtle psychology and vivid sense of place.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Rendell writes better when she writes shorter. Most of her novels and short stories, for which she is justly
acclaimed (she has won three Edgars as well as three Gold Daggers and one Diamond Dagger), have been
minimalist works of suspense genius, the kind where you look around the room wonderingly when Rendell
sinks in the shiv of surprise. In this novel, Rendell has relaxed a great deal, spending pages on bits of
business (for example, the current hero likes a particular kind of snack) that would have been swiftly dealt
with in her earlier work. This is a novel that should have been a short story about a man who finds an
envelope filled with money. He doesn’t need it—he’s inherited his father’s wealth from a print shop in the
Portobello Road—so he posts “Found” notices around the extensive Portobello street market. This act, of
course, leads to a series of encounters with other Londoners, some of them dangerous. Rendell fans want to
read everything she writes, but this overpadded tale is not among her best work. --Connie Fletcher

Review
“The characters jump off the page. The page-to-page surprises are so clever that the reader is left agape at
each twist and turn. The pieces fit together brilliantly.”—Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“An expert dissection of the hazards of human connections and the search for happiness.”—USA Today

“A novel that glides along Portobello Road like the lime in a gin and tonic. It's intoxicating.”—Newsday

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Morris:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book Portobello: A Novel had been making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Portobello:
A Novel is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You
can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Portobello: A
Novel. You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Janice Pyles:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is actually Portobello: A Novel.

Phyllis Smith:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Portobello: A Novel, you are able to enjoy both. It is
very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its
mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Rena Campbell:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This publication Portobello: A Novel was filled concerning science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when
they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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