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James Baldwin’s groundbreaking novel about love and the fear of love is set
among the bohemian bars and nightclubs of 1950s Paris.

David is a young American expatriate who has just proposed marriage to his
girlfriend, Hella. While she is away on a trip, David meets a bartender named
Giovanni to whom he is drawn in spite of himself. Soon the two are spending the
night in Giovanni’s curtainless room, which he keeps dark to protect their
privacy. But Hella’s return to Paris brings the affair to a crisis, one that rapidly
spirals into tragedy. Caught between his repressed desires and conventional
morality, David struggles for self-knowledge during one long, dark night—“the
night which is leading me to the most terrible morning of my life.” With sharp,
probing insight, Giovanni's Room tells an impassioned, deeply moving story that
lays bare the unspoken complexities of the human heart. 

Introduction by Colm Tóibín
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Editorial Review

Review

“If Van Gogh was our nineteenth-century artist-saint, James Baldwin is our twentieth-century one.”
—Michael Ondaatje

“Baldwin writes . . . with unusual candor and yet with such dignity and intensity.” —THE NEW YORK
TIMES

“Absorbing . . . [with] immediate emotional impact.” —THE WASHINGTON POST

“Violent, excruciating beauty.” —SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE
 
“Exciting . . . A book that belongs in the top rank of fiction.” —THE ATLANTIC
 
“Baldwin, in this novel, made clear that he could work wonders with the light and shade of intimacy . . . The
tone continues to shift back and forth from pure eloquence to soaring sequences to simple description . . . But
he can follow this soon with passages that are pure Baldwin, that have a gorgeous, fearless sound, tempered
by dark knowledge and pain, that make clear that Baldwin was ready to become the greatest American prose
stylist of his generation.”
—from the new Introduction by Colm Tóibín

From the Inside Flap
Set in the 1950s Paris of American expatriates, liaisons, and violence, a young man finds himself caught
between desire and conventional morality. With a sharp, probing imagination, James Baldwin's now-classic
narrative delves into the mystery of loving and creates a moving, highly controversial story of death and
passion that reveals the unspoken complexities of the human heart.

From the Back Cover
"If Van Gogh was our 19th-century artist-saint, James Baldwin is our 20th-century one."
--Michael Ondaatje

"A young American involved with both a woman and a man...Baldwin writes of these matters with unusual
candor and yet with such dignity and intensity."
--The New York Times

"Absorbing...[with] immediate emotional impact."
--The Washington Post

"Mr. Baldwin has taken a very special theme and treated it with great artistry and restraint."
--Saturday Review



"Exciting...a book that belongs in the top rank of fiction."
--The Atlantic

"Violent, excruciating beauty."
--San Francisco Chronicle

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Prather:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled
Giovanni's Room (Everyman's Library (Cloth))? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Rosie Zimmerman:

The book untitled Giovanni's Room (Everyman's Library (Cloth)) contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author
brings you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Randy Acevedo:

Beside this particular Giovanni's Room (Everyman's Library (Cloth)) in your phone, it might give you a way
to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh
from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have Giovanni's Room (Everyman's Library (Cloth)) because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from
currently!

Thomas Burke:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you



knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to
something by book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually
Giovanni's Room (Everyman's Library (Cloth)).
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