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Astrobiology is an interdisciplinary field that asks profound scientific questions.
How did life originate on the Earth? How has life persisted on the Earth for over
three billion years? Is there life elsewhere in the Universe? What is the future of
life on Earth?

Astrobiology: Understanding Life in the Universe is an introductory text which
explores the structure of living things, the formation of the elements for life in
the Universe, the biological and geological history of the Earth and the
habitability of other planets in our own Solar System and beyond. The book is
designed to convey some of the major conceptual foundations in astrobiology
that cut across a diversity of traditional fields including chemistry, biology,
geosciences, physics and astronomy. It can be used to complement existing
courses in these fields or as a stand-alone text for astrobiology courses.

Readership: Undergraduates studying for degrees in earth or life sciences,
physics, astronomy and related disciplines, as well as anyone with an interest in
grasping some of the major concepts and ideas in astrobiology.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Cockell’s Astrobiology is a high-level but entirely approachable textbook that will likely be used in many
universities.
—Astrobiology Journal (vol 15, no.5, 2016)

"A hugely useful resource for new students of astrobiology, regardless of your background or ‘home’
discipline."
—Lewis Dartnell, The Astrobiology Society of Britain

From the Back Cover

Astrobiology is an interdisciplinary field that asks profound scientific questions. How did life originate on
the Earth? How has life persisted on the Earth for over three billion years? Is there life elsewhere in the
Universe? What is the future of life on Earth?

Astrobiology: Understanding Life in the Universe is an introductory text which explores the structure of
living things, the formation of the elements for life in the Universe, the biological and geological history of
the Earth and the habitability of other planets in our own Solar System and beyond. The book is designed to
convey some of the major conceptual foundations in astrobiology that cut across a diversity of traditional
fields including chemistry, biology, geosciences, physics and astronomy. It can be used to complement
existing courses in these fields or as a stand-alone text for astrobiology courses.

Readership: Undergraduates studying for degrees in earth or life sciences, physics, astronomy and related
disciplines, as well as anyone with an interest in grasping some of the major concepts and ideas in
astrobiology.

About the Author

Charles Cockell is Professor of Astrobiology at the University of Edinburgh. His research interests are
focused on the study of life in extreme environments and understanding the habitability of planets. After a
doctorate at the University of Oxford he worked at the NASA Ames Research Centre, the British Antarctic
Survey and The Open University. He has published widely in astrobiology and carried out fieldwork in
locations from the Arctic to the Antarctic.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ward Bishop:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Astrobiology: Understanding Life in the Universe.



You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important
some sort of book Astrobiology: Understanding Life in the Universe. You can add knowledge and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Jeanne Pratt:

The reserve untitled Astrobiology: Understanding Life in the Universe is the publication that recommended
to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that
publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will
get the e-book of Astrobiology: Understanding Life in the Universe from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Daniel Young:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Astrobiology:
Understanding Life in the Universe which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.

Jimmy Stone:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This book Astrobiology: Understanding Life in the Universe was filled in relation to
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy
to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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