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History books are replete with heroic stories of Washington, Jefferson, and
Adams, but what of Allen, Russwurm, and Hawley? America’s Black Founders
celebrates the lesser known but significant lives and contributions of our nation’s
early African American leaders. Many know that the Revolutionary War’s first
martyr, Crispus Attucks, a dockworker of African descent, was killed at the
Boston Massacre. But far fewer know that the final conflict of the war, the Battle
of Yorktown, was hastened to a conclusion by James Armistead Lafayette, a
slave and spy who reported the battle plans of General Cornwallis to George
Washington.
 
Author Nancy Sanders weaves the histories of dozens of men and
women—soldiers, sailors, ministers, poets, merchants, doctors, and other
community leaders—who have earned proper recognition among the founders of
the United States of America. To get a better sense of what these individuals
accomplished and the times in which they lived, readers will celebrate
Constitution Day, cook colonial foods, publish a newspaper, petition their
government, and more. This valuable resource also includes a time line of
significant events, a list of historic sites to visit or explore online, and Web
resources for further study.
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History books are replete with heroic stories of Washington, Jefferson, and Adams, but what of Allen,
Russwurm, and Hawley? America’s Black Founders celebrates the lesser known but significant lives and
contributions of our nation’s early African American leaders. Many know that the Revolutionary War’s first
martyr, Crispus Attucks, a dockworker of African descent, was killed at the Boston Massacre. But far fewer
know that the final conflict of the war, the Battle of Yorktown, was hastened to a conclusion by James
Armistead Lafayette, a slave and spy who reported the battle plans of General Cornwallis to George
Washington.
 
Author Nancy Sanders weaves the histories of dozens of men and women—soldiers, sailors, ministers, poets,
merchants, doctors, and other community leaders—who have earned proper recognition among the founders
of the United States of America. To get a better sense of what these individuals accomplished and the times
in which they lived, readers will celebrate Constitution Day, cook colonial foods, publish a newspaper,
petition their government, and more. This valuable resource also includes a time line of significant events, a
list of historic sites to visit or explore online, and Web resources for further study.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 5–8—This activity-based guide reveals how African Americans played crucial roles in helping the
United States gain its independence. Sanders includes well-known figures such as Phillis Wheatley, Crispus
Attucks, and James Forten in her narrative, but also enriches traditional accounts of the period by explaining
the contributions of lesser-known patriots. For example, she talks about black troops who fought at Bunker
Hill and Valley Forge. She also tells the story of James Armistead Lafayette, a black soldier who spied on
Benedict Arnold and Lord Cornwallis. Most of the activities help make this period real to young people. The
"Explore Your Family Tree" project gives print and online resources that can help readers discover the roles
their own ancestors may have played in the American Revolution. This book also includes information about
how African Americans created social and political networks to support one another during the earliest days
of the Republic. Sanders makes excellent use of primary sources, providing the original texts of documents
and petitions that demanded equal rights and the abolition of the trans-Atlantic slave trade. She then explains
these documents in language contemporary children will understand. A solid resource for teachers and
librarians who wish to engage children in this formative period of American history.—Mary Landrum,
Lexington Public Library, KY
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Except for the stories of a few legendary figures, the essential role of blacks in America’s early history has
been largely underrepresented in standard accounts. This lively, illustrated volume fills in that gap. The
browsable format includes archival prints and documents, screened biographies, and well-chosen quotes. The
double standard about the meaning of “freedom” is a dominant theme in the accessible narrative, which
points out that the debates about the rights of man were carried out by people who held slaves. Never
simplistic, Sanders’ text includes complicated views, such as that of African Americans Richard Allen and
James Forten, who opposed the back-to-Africa movement because freed blacks in the U.S. were the strongest
fighters for the abolition of slavery. The activities that accompany each chapter are pretty routine, with
suggestions to students to pen a patriotic poem, weave a basket, or draw a political cartoon. It is the
biographies, including a chapter on the Founding Mothers, that will inspire readers. The appended
bibliography of books and Web sites will aid researchers. Grades 6-10. --Hazel Rochman

About the Author

Nancy I. Sanders
is the author of many books, including A Kid’s Guide to African American History and Old Testament Days.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Helen Elder:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this kind of America's Black Founders: Revolutionary Heroes
& Early Leaders with 21 Activities (For Kids series) to read.

Maria Hernandez:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This America's Black Founders:
Revolutionary Heroes & Early Leaders with 21 Activities (For Kids series) is our recommendation to help
you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Owen Neri:

This America's Black Founders: Revolutionary Heroes & Early Leaders with 21 Activities (For Kids series)
are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this America's Black
Founders: Revolutionary Heroes & Early Leaders with 21 Activities (For Kids series) can be one of the great
books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with
information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
America's Black Founders: Revolutionary Heroes & Early Leaders with 21 Activities (For Kids series)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Rosa Rodriguez:

The publication with title America's Black Founders: Revolutionary Heroes & Early Leaders with 21
Activities (For Kids series) posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after
read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented
the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
kind of book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your
smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.
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