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“Mathematics is not a careful march down a well-cleared highway, but a
journey into a strange wilderness, where the explorers often get lost.”
-- Mathematics historian W. S. Anglin
 
From the internationally bestselling author of Fermat's Last Theorem comes
a landmark publication on the eccentric lives of the foremost mathematicians
in history.
.
From Archimedes' eureka moment to Alexander Grothendieck's seclusion in the
Pyrenees, bestselling author Amir Aczel selects the most compelling stories in
the history of mathematics, creating a colorful narrative that explores the quirky
personalities behind some of the most groundbreaking, enduring theorems.
 
This is not your dry “college textbook” account of mathematical history; it
bristles with tales of duels, battlefield heroism, flamboyant arrogance, pranks,
secret societies, imprisonment, feuds, theft, and some very costly errors of
judgment. (Clearly, genius doesn't guarantee street smarts.) Ultimately, readers
will come away entertained, and with a newfound appreciation of the tenacity,
complexity, eccentricity, and brilliance of the mathematical genius.
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“Mathematics is not a careful march down a well-cleared highway, but a journey into a strange
wilderness, where the explorers often get lost.”
-- Mathematics historian W. S. Anglin
 
From the internationally bestselling author of Fermat's Last Theorem comes a landmark publication on
the eccentric lives of the foremost mathematicians in history.
.
From Archimedes' eureka moment to Alexander Grothendieck's seclusion in the Pyrenees, bestselling author
Amir Aczel selects the most compelling stories in the history of mathematics, creating a colorful narrative
that explores the quirky personalities behind some of the most groundbreaking, enduring theorems.
 
This is not your dry “college textbook” account of mathematical history; it bristles with tales of duels,
battlefield heroism, flamboyant arrogance, pranks, secret societies, imprisonment, feuds, theft, and some
very costly errors of judgment. (Clearly, genius doesn't guarantee street smarts.) Ultimately, readers will
come away entertained, and with a newfound appreciation of the tenacity, complexity, eccentricity, and
brilliance of the mathematical genius.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Amir D. Aczel is the author of a dozen nonfiction books on the subjects of science and mathematics, most of
which have appeared on various bestseller lists in the United States and abroad. He has appeared on more
than 50 television programs, including nationwide appearances on the History Channel, CBS Evening News,
CNN, CNBC, Nightline, and on more than 200 radio programs. His science articles have been published in
such major periodicals as Scientific American, the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Boston Globe,
Jerusalem Post, and London Times. Aczel is a Guggenheim Fellow and a research fellow in the history of
science at Boston University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leta Welter:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose
book like comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying A Strange Wilderness:
The Lives of the Great Mathematicians that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who
want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick A Strange Wilderness: The Lives of the Great
Mathematicians become your personal starter.

Kelly Thompson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to
be examine. A Strange Wilderness: The Lives of the Great Mathematicians can be your answer since it can
be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Norman Duque:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is A Strange Wilderness: The Lives of the Great Mathematicians this guide consist a lot
of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can



the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Jessica Harris:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book A Strange Wilderness: The Lives of the Great
Mathematicians was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book A Strange
Wilderness: The Lives of the Great Mathematicians has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the
best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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