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Ivan Morris’s definitive and widely acclaimed portrait of the ceremonious and
melancholy world of ancient Japan.

Using The Tale of Genji and other major literary works from Japan’s Heian
period as a frame of reference, The World of the Shining Prince recreates an era
when women set the cultural tone. Focusing on the world of the emperor’s
court—a world deeply admired by Virginia Woolf, among others—renowned
scholar of Japanese history and literature Ivan Morris explores the politics,
society, religious life, and superstitions of the period.

Offering readers detailed portrayals of the daily lives of courtiers, the cult of
beauty they espoused, and the intricate relations between the men and women of
the age, The World of the Shining Prince has been a cornerstone text on ancient
Japan for half a century
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Editorial Review

Review
“A thoughtful scholar’s reconstruction. . . . A book which should delight anyone interested in Japan.” —The
New York Times Book Review

“The people of the Heian period in Japan . . . evolved a civilization . . . pervaded by a sense of the
transitoriness of things, combined with an awareness of beauty so sharp that it was poignant. . . . Ivan
Morris’s book is as elegant as its theme.” —The Observer (London)

About the Author
Ivan Morris studied Japanese language and culture at Harvard University while serving in the Intelligence
Section of the U.S. Navy Reserves. After receiving his Ph.D. from the University of London in 1951, he
worked for the Far East Section of the BBC as well as for the Japan and Pacific departments of the British
Foreign Office. He lived in Tokyo for several years, writing, lecturing, and teaching. In 1960 he joined what
would later be renamed the Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures at Columbia University,
where he served as department chair. He was elected a Fellow of St. Anthony’s College at Oxford in 1966.
Morris published numerous books on Japanese history, literature, and politics and produced distinguished
translations of classical and contemporary Japanese works. He died in 1976.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Cook:

This book untitled The World of the Shining Prince: Court Life in Ancient Japan to be one of several books
this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Irma Hughes:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
World of the Shining Prince: Court Life in Ancient Japan the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get before. The The World of the Shining Prince: Court Life in Ancient Japan giving you
an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better
life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when
you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?



Joe Stearns:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of The World of the Shining Prince: Court Life in
Ancient Japan can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have
factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have
The World of the Shining Prince: Court Life in Ancient Japan.

Jamie Ault:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book The World of the Shining Prince: Court Life in Ancient Japan we can have more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book
The World of the Shining Prince: Court Life in Ancient Japan. You can more appealing than now.
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