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This book challenges the belief in the purely linguistic nature of contemporary
poetry and offers an interpretation of late twentieth-century Russian poetry as a
testimony to the unforeseen annulment of communist reality and its overnight
displacement by a completely unfathomable post-totalitarian order.

Albena Lutzkanova-Vassileva argues that, because of the sudden invalidation of
a reality that had been largely seen as unattained and everlasting, this shift
remained secluded from the mind and totally resistant to cognition, thus causing
a collectively traumatic psychological experience. The book proceeds by
inquiring into a school of contemporary American poetry that has been likewise
read as cut off from reality.

Executing a comparative analysis, Vassileva advances a new understanding of
this poetry as a testimony to the overwhelming and traumatic impact of
contemporary media, which have assailed the mind with far more signals than it
can register, digest and furnish with semantic weight.
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This book challenges the belief in the purely linguistic nature of contemporary poetry and offers an
interpretation of late twentieth-century Russian poetry as a testimony to the unforeseen annulment of
communist reality and its overnight displacement by a completely unfathomable post-totalitarian order.

Albena Lutzkanova-Vassileva argues that, because of the sudden invalidation of a reality that had been
largely seen as unattained and everlasting, this shift remained secluded from the mind and totally resistant to
cognition, thus causing a collectively traumatic psychological experience. The book proceeds by inquiring
into a school of contemporary American poetry that has been likewise read as cut off from reality.

Executing a comparative analysis, Vassileva advances a new understanding of this poetry as a testimony to
the overwhelming and traumatic impact of contemporary media, which have assailed the mind with far more
signals than it can register, digest and furnish with semantic weight.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Albena Lutzkanova-Vassileva’s groundbreaking study is the first to compare Russian and US avant-garde
poetries of the late 20th centuries?Russian Conceptualism and Metarealism on the one hand, American
experimental poetry (especially the Language movement) on the other? as emblematic of their respective
post-World War II cultures. Often considered merely self-referential, both these poetries, Vassileva argues,
document the traumatic historical impact of the postmodern ethos in new and challenging ways. Anglophone
readers will be especially fascinated by Vassileva’s exciting presentation of the New Russian Poetry from
Dimitri Prigov to Elena Shvarts?a poetry as brilliant as it is germane to an understanding of our own. A
fascinating and genuinely original book!" - Marjorie Perloff, Professor Emerita of English and Comparative
Literature, Stanford University, USA, and author of Unoriginal Genius: Poetry by Other Means in the New
Century

"An impressive critical study of postmodernist poetics broadly contextualizing its artistic predicaments in a
world made readily perceivable through free media and controlled propaganda clichés that breed “happiness
machines” and equally deny access to true traumatic experiences." - Vladislav Todorov, Senior Lecturer in
Slavic Languages and Literatures, University of Pennsylvania, USA

"Albena Lutzkanova-Vassileva's book is the first ever comparative investigation of the major trends in
Russian and American poetry of the late 20th century: Metarealism, Conceptualism, and Language School. It
is a treasure-trove for everybody who loves contemporary poetry and strives to understand its complex
language, experimental courage and international scope. Contrary to the common view, the author
demonstrates that postmodern poetic systems are not aesthetically self-enclosed but have a deep referential
value and relate to reality both positively (as the multitude of realities in Metarealism) and negatively (as the
traumatic experience in Conceptualism). The book explores refined poetic imagery in a most precise way
and introduces a number of new concepts emerging at the cutting edges of contemporary critical theory." -
Mikhail Epstein, Professor of Russian and Cultural Theory and Director of the Center for Humanities
Innovation, Durham University, UK, and Professor of Cultural Theory and Russian Literature, Emory
University, USA

About the Author
Albena Lutzkanova-Vassileva is an Assistant Professor of English and Comparative Literature at Brooklyn
College of the City University of New York, USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sonja Johnson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Testimonies of Russian and American Postmodern Poetry: Reference,
Trauma, and History. Try to stumble through book The Testimonies of Russian and American Postmodern



Poetry: Reference, Trauma, and History as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when
you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So ,
let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Brian Street:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this The Testimonies of Russian and American Postmodern Poetry: Reference, Trauma, and History,
you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Nancy Figaro:

This The Testimonies of Russian and American Postmodern Poetry: Reference, Trauma, and History is new
way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger
details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of
digest in reading this The Testimonies of Russian and American Postmodern Poetry: Reference, Trauma, and
History can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to
get by anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-
book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition
to knowledge.

James Barclay:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students
but additionally native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to help year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. From the book The Testimonies of Russian and American Postmodern Poetry: Reference,
Trauma, and History we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being
creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be
doubt to change your life by this book The Testimonies of Russian and American Postmodern Poetry:
Reference, Trauma, and History. You can more attractive than now.
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