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Prominent military historian Victor Davis Hanson explores the nature of
leadership with his usual depth and vivid prose in The Savior Generals, a set of
brilliantly executed pocket biographies of five generals (Themistocles, Belisarius,
William Tecumseh Sherman, Matthew Ridgway, and David Petraeus) who
single-handedly saved their nations from defeat in war. War israrely a
predictable enterprise-it is amess of luck, chance, and incalculable variables.
Today's sure winner can easily become tomorrow's doomed loser. Sudden, sharp
changesin fortune can reverse the course of war.

These intractable circumstances are sometimes mastered by leaders of genius-
asked at the eleventh hour to save a hopeless conflict, one created by others and
frequently unpopular politically and with the public. The savior generals often
come from outside the established power structure, employ radical strategies, and
flame out quickly. Their careers regularly end in controversy. But their dramatic
feats of leadership are vital slices of history-not merely as stirring military
narrative, but as lessons on the dynamic nature of consensus, leadership, and
destiny.
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Prominent military historian Victor Davis Hanson explores the nature of leadership with his usua depth and
vivid prose in The Savior Generals, a set of brilliantly executed pocket biographies of five generals
(Themistacles, Belisarius, William Tecumseh Sherman, Matthew Ridgway, and David Petraeus) who single-
handedly saved their nations from defeat in war. War is rarely a predictable enterprise-it is a mess of luck,
chance, and incalculable variables. Today's sure winner can easily become tomorrow's doomed loser.
Sudden, sharp changes in fortune can reverse the course of war.

These intractabl e circumstances are sometimes mastered by |eaders of genius-asked at the eleventh hour to
save a hopeless conflict, one created by others and frequently unpopular politically and with the public. The
savior general s often come from outside the established power structure, employ radical strategies, and flame
out quickly. Their careersregularly end in controversy. But their dramatic feats of leadership are vital dlices
of history-not merely as stirring military narrative, but as lessons on the dynamic nature of consensus,
leadership, and destiny.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Business has its turnaround artists; so does warfare. Classical historian Hanson presents five generals who
retrieved wars from defeat, three Americans (William Sherman, Matthew Ridgway, and David Petraeus) and
two from ancient history (Themistocles of Battle of Salamis fame and Belisarius, briefly the restorer in the
500s of the Roman Empire). As a group, they exhibit commonalities that Hanson devel ops through the
specific situations they confronted. In each case, despondency descended on wars going wrong, and
dispelling it as much as a strategic change of course lay behind these generals' successes. Each one, Hanson
argues, was a good communicator, up the line to their leaders, down the line to their soldiers, and more
widely to civilians. Dispelling hopelessness by rejustification of a cause, explaining plansto redeem it, and
restoring morale, they were, in Hanson' s view, contrarians who naturally irritated political interests with
their repudiations of preceding failures of strategy. Ingratitude was usually these generals' reward; after their
rescue operations, most were shunted aside. Students of military leadership will be intrigued by Hanson's
astute set of cases. --Gilbert Taylor

Review

“An instructive series of portraits of five military outsiders called in to turn defeat into victory.” ?Kirkus
Reviews

“Itis not really newsthat Victor Davis Hanson has written another outstanding and eye-opening book. He
has done that before and repeatedly, on avariety of subjects.” ?The Washington Examiner

“ Students of military leadership will be intrigued by Hanson's astute set of cases.” ?Booklist

“Mr. Hanson's fluency with a broad range of historical epochs, which has made him one of his generation's
most notable historians, is on full display in The Savior Generals.” AWall Sreet Journal, Mark Moyar

About the Author

Victor Davis Hanson isthe Martin and Illie Anderson Senior Fellow in Residence in Classics and Military
History at the Hoover Institution, Stanford University, a professor of Classics Emeritus at California State
University, Fresno, and a nationally syndicated columnist for Tribune Media Services. His many books
include the acclaimed The Father of Us All, A War Like No Other, The Western Way of War, Carnage and
Culture, and Ripples of Battle.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Bethany Hall:

The book The Savior Generals. How Five Great Commanders Saved Wars That Were Lost - From Ancient
Greeceto Irag make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable more increase.
Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If
you can make examining a book The Savior Generals: How Five Great Commanders Saved Wars That Were


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Lost - From Ancient Greece to Irag to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add
your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like open up and read a publication The Savior Generals: How Five Great Commanders
Saved Wars That Were Lost - From Ancient Greece to Irag. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Margaret Morales:

The reserve untitled The Savior Generals: How Five Great Commanders Saved Wars That Were Lost - From
Ancient Greeceto Iraq isthe reserve that recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book
content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of analysis when write the book, hence the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou aso might get the e-book of
The Savior Generals: How Five Great Commanders Saved Wars That Were Lost - From Ancient Greece to
Iraq from the publisher to make you far more enjoy freetime.

Robert Lewis:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likeslooking at, not only science book and also novel and The Savior Generals. How Five Great
Commanders Saved Wars That Were Lost - From Ancient Greece to Irag or even others sources were given
know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are hel ping them to put
their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Savior Generals: How
Five Great Commanders Saved Wars That Were Lost - From Ancient Greece to Irag to make your spare time
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Jonathan Rodriguez:

As ascholar exactly feel bored to be ableto reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful pictures on there. Y eah,
itisfor being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe know that on this age, many ways to
get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this The
Savior Generals: How Five Great Commanders Saved Wars That Were Lost - From Ancient Greece to Iraq
can make you feel more interested to read.
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