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The Contemporary Guitar traces the extraordinary rise of the instrument in
concert music over the past century. Though recognized worldwide as a popular
music icon, the all-to-recent time when the guitar was looked down upon as a
second-class citizen in the world of “serious” music is finally past, and it can
now be found in the scores of the most important composers. The guitar’s
rightful place in chamber music, orchestral music, or as a solo instrument is now
without question, whether in the classic acoustic form or the more recent electric
version.

While the guitar has stood in the vanguard of musical experimentation, its many
new techniques and notations remain a mystery for many composers and players.
In The Contemporary Guitar, musician and scholar, John Schneider explains
each class of technique and illustrates them with examples. Moreover, because
the guitar is easily refretted, it has also become a leading instrument in the
exploration of the relatively new musical language of microtonality. In this
revised and enlarged edition from the original work of three decades ago,
Schneider adds a broad-ranging, entirely new chapter on the instruments,
notation and repertoire with insights into the interpretation of historical works
through the application of accurate contemporary tunings and temperaments.

The guitar’s unique timbre—its tone color—is one of the most versatile among
modern instruments, both acoustic and electric. Most players who intuitively
explore the subtleties of tone color will find outlined in The Contemporary
Guitar the specific principles of physics that determine these subtleties which,
once mastered, permit guitarists to control more completely the expressive
palette of their instrument. Designated the Rational Method of Tone Production
by its author, Schneider defines in great detail the timbral characteristics of
acoustic and electric instruments from theoretical, physical, and musical
viewpoints.

Players in search of new repertoire will find an historical survey of the literature,
an exhaustive list of new music, and a multitude of techniques for bringing such
music to life. The Contemporary Guitar provides audio examples online for those
seeking to discover new sounds and includes the notation to perform them.
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The Contemporary Guitar traces the extraordinary rise of the instrument in concert music over the past
century. Though recognized worldwide as a popular music icon, the all-to-recent time when the guitar was
looked down upon as a second-class citizen in the world of “serious” music is finally past, and it can now be
found in the scores of the most important composers. The guitar’s rightful place in chamber music, orchestral
music, or as a solo instrument is now without question, whether in the classic acoustic form or the more
recent electric version.

While the guitar has stood in the vanguard of musical experimentation, its many new techniques and
notations remain a mystery for many composers and players. In The Contemporary Guitar, musician and
scholar, John Schneider explains each class of technique and illustrates them with examples. Moreover,
because the guitar is easily refretted, it has also become a leading instrument in the exploration of the
relatively new musical language of microtonality. In this revised and enlarged edition from the original work
of three decades ago, Schneider adds a broad-ranging, entirely new chapter on the instruments, notation and
repertoire with insights into the interpretation of historical works through the application of accurate
contemporary tunings and temperaments.

The guitar’s unique timbre—its tone color—is one of the most versatile among modern instruments, both
acoustic and electric. Most players who intuitively explore the subtleties of tone color will find outlined in
The Contemporary Guitar the specific principles of physics that determine these subtleties which, once
mastered, permit guitarists to control more completely the expressive palette of their instrument. Designated
the Rational Method of Tone Production by its author, Schneider defines in great detail the timbral
characteristics of acoustic and electric instruments from theoretical, physical, and musical viewpoints.

Players in search of new repertoire will find an historical survey of the literature, an exhaustive list of new
music, and a multitude of techniques for bringing such music to life. The Contemporary Guitar provides
audio examples online for those seeking to discover new sounds and includes the notation to perform them.
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Editorial Review

Review
The new edition of John Schneider's The Contemporary Guitar celebrates the author's encyclopedic
knowledge of the modern guitar landscape with an information-packed journey through the far regions of
musical creativity by leading composers and guitarists of the past fifty years. Using dozens of audio
examples and hundreds of illustrations, The Contemporary Guitar explores the physics of sound production
and the development of a wild array of guitar designs, from the traditional through the radical. Schneider's
brilliant book is mandatory reading for anyone who cares about the explosion of music and ideas that has
characterized the guitar in our time. (David Starobin, guitarist and Grammy-winning record producer)

The Contemporary Guitar. This book is a marvel:
encyclopedic in scope, inter-disciplinary in a way far too little of our standard literature is, and
yet always enlivened by his passion for an immense subject he knows more about than any
of the rest of us. I love opening the doors of this cathedral and wandering about in it! His
lifetime labor of love (now in its most welcome second edition) has given us all a sanctuary of
enlightenment and wisdom. (Eliot Fisk, concert artist, professor of Guitar, New England Conservatory,
Boston; and Universität Mozarteum, Salzburg)

While the guitar has stood in the vanguard of musical experimentation, its many new techniques and
notations remain a mystery for many composers and players. In The Contemporary Guitar, musician and
scholar, John Schneider explains each class of technique and illustrates them with examples. Moreover,
because the guitar is easily refretted, it has also become a leading instrument in the exploration of the
relatively new musical language of microtonality. In this revised and enlarged edition from the original work
of nearly two decades ago, Schneider adds a broad-ranging, entirely new chapter on the instruments, notation
and repertoire with insights into the interpretation of historical works through the application of accurate
contemporary tunings and temperaments.

About the Author
John Schneider is the Grammy-winning guitarist, composer, author, and broadcaster whose weekly
television and radio programs have brought the guitar into millions of homes. He holds a doctorate in music
and physics from the University College Cardiff (Wales) and music degrees from the University of
California and the Royal College of Music in London. He is president emeritus of the Guitar Foundation of
America and has published dozens of articles on contemporary guitar music.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Whetstone:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Contemporary Guitar can be fine book to read. May be it is



usually best activity to you.

Jeremy Turner:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Contemporary Guitar
which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Philip Brown:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This The Contemporary Guitar can give you a lot of
friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like
an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Contemporary Guitar.

Stephen Redmond:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book The Contemporary Guitar to make your
current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading.
Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and reading
through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the
reserve The Contemporary Guitar can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of this time.
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