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Between 1976 and 1994, Commadore had astounding success in the nascent
personal computer business. Amid the chaos and infighting, Commodore was
able to achieve some remarkable industry firsts. They were the first major
company to show a personal computer, even before Apple and Radio Shack.
They sold amillion computers before anyone else. No single computer has sold
more than the Commaodore 64. The first true multimedia computer, the Amiga,
came from Commodore. Y et with all these milestones, Commodore receives
almost no credit as a pioneer. Commodore was one of the only companies with
the ability to make silicon, and the results were obvious. They had more
creativity, more color, and more character than the competition. While Apple and
IBM charged exorbitant prices, Commaodore was able to reach the masses with
affordable computers while remaining profitable. The Commodore 64 cut a path
of destruction through the early industry, knocking Tandy, Texas Instruments,
Sinclair, and Atari out of the computer business and badly hurting Apple and
even IBM. While other companies received more press, Commodore sold more
computers. Y et Commodore never reached a comfortable position. They were
always on the verge of blinding success or abysmal failure. Commodore’'s
volatile founder, Jack Tramiel, lived on the edge, and he made sure his
employees lived there too. On the Edge: The Spectacular Rise and Fall of
Commodore tells the story through over 44 hours of interviews with former
engineers and managers. Chuck Peddle, the digital God who created a revolution
with the 6502 chip and designed the PET computer. Al Charpentier, the chain
smoking architect of Commodore’ s revolutionary graphics chips. Bob Y annes,
the frustrated musician and synthesizer aficionado who designed the Commodore
64 and the SID sound chip. Bil Herd, the unruly engineer who created the
maligned Plug/4 and later sought redemption with the C128. The Amiga
engineers, who created the first true multimedia system even before the word
multimedia existed. Irving Gould, financier and mgjority shareholder who
rescued Commodore in the sixties, then allowed it to wither.
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Between 1976 and 1994, Commodore had astounding success in the nascent personal computer business.
Amid the chaos and infighting, Commodore was able to achieve some remarkable industry firsts. They were
the first major company to show a personal computer, even before Apple and Radio Shack. They sold a
million computers before anyone else. No single computer has sold more than the Commodore 64. The first
true multimedia computer, the Amiga, came from Commadore. Y et with all these milestones, Commodore
receives almost no credit as a pioneer. Commodore was one of the only companies with the ability to make
silicon, and the results were obvious. They had more creativity, more color, and more character than the
competition. While Apple and IBM charged exorbitant prices, Commodore was able to reach the masses
with affordable computers while remaining profitable. The Commodore 64 cut a path of destruction through
the early industry, knocking Tandy, Texas Instruments, Sinclair, and Atari out of the computer business and
badly hurting Apple and even IBM. While other companies received more press, Commodore sold more
computers. Y et Commodore never reached a comfortable position. They were always on the verge of
blinding success or abysmal failure. Commodore' s volatile founder, Jack Tramiel, lived on the edge, and he
made sure his employees lived there too. On the Edge: The Spectacular Rise and Fall of Commodore tells the
story through over 44 hours of interviews with former engineers and managers: Chuck Peddle, the digital
God who created a revolution with the 6502 chip and designed the PET computer. Al Charpentier, the chain
smoking architect of Commodore’ s revolutionary graphics chips. Bob Y annes, the frustrated musician and
synthesizer aficionado who designed the Commodore 64 and the SID sound chip. Bil Herd, the unruly
engineer who created the maligned Plus/4 and later sought redemption with the C128. The Amiga engineers,
who created the first true multimedia system even before the word multimedia existed. Irving Gould,
financier and majority shareholder who rescued Commaodore in the sixties, then alowed it to wither.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[Flascinating and improbably hilarious." —J. Edward Keyes, Philadel phia City Paper
From the Back Cover

Between 1976 and 1994, Commodore had astounding success in the nascent personal computer business.
Amid the chaos and infighting, Commodore was able to achieve some remarkable industry firsts. They were
the first major company to show a personal computer, even before Apple and Radio Shack. They sold a
million computers before anyone else. No single computer has sold more than the Commodore 64. The first
true multimedia computer, the Amiga, came from Commadore. Y et with all these milestones, Commodore
receives almost no credit as a pioneer.

Commodore was one of the only companies with the ability to make silicon, and the results were obvious.
They had more creativity, more color, and more character than the competition. While Apple and IBM
charged exorbitant prices, Commodore was able to reach the masses with affordable computers while
remaining profitable. The Commodore 64 cut a path of destruction through the early industry, knocking
Tandy, Texas Instruments, Sinclair, and Atari out of the computer business and badly hurting Apple and
even IBM. While other companies received more press, Commodore sold more computers.

Y et Commodore never reached a comfortable position. They were always on the verge of blinding success or
abysmal failure. Commodore’ s volatile founder, Jack Tramiel, lived on the edge, and he made sure his
employees lived there too.

On the Edge: The Spectacular Rise and Fall of Commodore tells the story through over 44 hours of
interviews with former engineers and managers:

-Chuck Peddle, the digital God who created a revolution with the 6502 chip and designed the PET computer.
-Al Charpentier, the chain smoking architect of Commodore’s revolutionary graphics chips.

-Bab Y annes, the frustrated musician and synthesizer aficionado who designed the Commodore 64 and the
SID sound chip.

-Bil Herd, the unruly engineer who created the maligned Plus/4 and later sought redemption with the C128.
-The Amiga engineers, who created the first true multimedia system even before the word multimedia
existed.

-Irving Gould, financier and mgjority shareholder who rescued Commodore in the sixties, then alowed it to
wither.

About the Author

Brian Bagnall is the author of several computer books for McGraw-Hill, Prentice-Hall PTR, and Syngress
Publishing. His latest book, Core Lego Mindstorms Programming, has been translated into French and
Japanese. Heis afrequent contributor to Old-Computers.com, an online museum dedicated to preserving
computer history.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Charles Barton:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important normally. The book On the Edge: the Spectacular Rise and Fall of
Commaodore was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book On the Edge: the Spectacular Rise and Fall of
Commodore is not only giving you alot more new information but also to become your friend when you
truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using
the book On the Edge: the Spectacular Rise and Fall of Commodore. Y ou never truly feel lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Virginia Benson:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resourcesin it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
abook can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this On the Edge: the Spectacular
Rise and Fall of Commodore book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Jason Nor fleet:

A lot of people aways spent al their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games al day long. If you want to try to find anew activity thisislook different you can read a book.
Itisrealy fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent al day every day to reading
ae-book. The book On the Edge: the Spectacular Rise and Fall of Commodore it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mOore quickly to
read this book out of your smart phone. The priceis not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Diane Welton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is On the Edge: the
Spectacular Rise and Fall of Commodore.
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