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In the Place of Origins tells the tale of modernity in Northern Thailand,
discerning its oblique signs in the performances of contemporary spirit mediums.
In a world driven by the twin fantasies of pastness and newness, Rosalind C.
Morris reveals that spirit mediumship is not simply a theater of atavistic tendency
but an arena in which it is possible to read the relationships between new forms
of representation and subjectivity, as well as new modes of magic and political
power.
Through her careful examination of the transformations of spirit mediumship
wrought by the mass media, Morris takes readers into the world of the northern
Thai past to discover the anticipations of future histories. In this process, she
finds new objects for anthropological inquiry, including romantic love and
epistolary poetry. She then turns her eye toward the relationships between
commodification and prosaic form and photography and the discourses of
gendered and national identity. Attending to these issues as they manifest
themselves in the practices of mediums, Morris describes both the mundane
activities of spirit mediums and the grand ambitions to political authority that are
embodied in the increasingly spectacular forms of possession that are becoming
so popular with both tourists and local culture brokers. In the Place of Origins
traverses this ground with accounts of right-wing militarism and ritual revival
during the 70s, and of the democracy movement of 1992, when a global mass
media was galvanized by images of military repression and the spectacle of
traditional ritual power in cursing. Finally, considering the claims that mediums
make to magical power in the face of both AIDS and the Asian economic crisis,
Morris reveals the potency of extrajudicial forms of power and violence in the
late modern era.
This provocative study will interest anthropologists, historians, Asianists, and
those involved in gender, performance, media, and literary studies.
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In the Place of Origins tells the tale of modernity in Northern Thailand, discerning its oblique signs in the
performances of contemporary spirit mediums. In a world driven by the twin fantasies of pastness and
newness, Rosalind C. Morris reveals that spirit mediumship is not simply a theater of atavistic tendency but
an arena in which it is possible to read the relationships between new forms of representation and
subjectivity, as well as new modes of magic and political power.
Through her careful examination of the transformations of spirit mediumship wrought by the mass media,
Morris takes readers into the world of the northern Thai past to discover the anticipations of future histories.
In this process, she finds new objects for anthropological inquiry, including romantic love and epistolary
poetry. She then turns her eye toward the relationships between commodification and prosaic form and
photography and the discourses of gendered and national identity. Attending to these issues as they manifest
themselves in the practices of mediums, Morris describes both the mundane activities of spirit mediums and
the grand ambitions to political authority that are embodied in the increasingly spectacular forms of
possession that are becoming so popular with both tourists and local culture brokers. In the Place of Origins
traverses this ground with accounts of right-wing militarism and ritual revival during the 70s, and of the
democracy movement of 1992, when a global mass media was galvanized by images of military repression
and the spectacle of traditional ritual power in cursing. Finally, considering the claims that mediums make to
magical power in the face of both AIDS and the Asian economic crisis, Morris reveals the potency of
extrajudicial forms of power and violence in the late modern era.
This provocative study will interest anthropologists, historians, Asianists, and those involved in gender,
performance, media, and literary studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Traveling from spirit mediumship to the ethnography of the finance capital market, In the Place of Origins
combines theoretical bravura with brilliant narrative skill. As it comments on ethnographic self-fashioning in
Thailand, it also examines the mediumship of disciplinary ethnography, and the alterity it so anxiously seeks
to expell. This is a text of dazzling instructive simplicity.”—Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Columbia
University

“With this astutely conceived and exquisitely written account of the complexities of mediumship in Thai
modernity, Rosalind Morris has taken ethnographic practice to a whole new level of theoretical as well as
descriptive sophistication. It is a dazzling accomplishment.”—Rey Chow, University of California, Irvine

From the Publisher
“With this astutely conceived and exquisitely written account of the complexities of mediumship in Thai
modernity, Rosalind Morris has taken ethnographic practice to a whole new level of theoretical as well as
descriptive sophistication. It is a dazzling accomplishment.”—Rey Chow, University of California, Irvine

“Travelling from spirit mediumship to the ethnography of the finance capital market, In the Place of Origins
combines theoretical bravura with brilliant narrative skill. As it comments on ethnographic self-fashioning in
Thailand, it also examines the mediumship of disciplinary ethnography, and the alterity it so anxiously seeks
to expell. This is a text of dazzling instructive simplicity.”—Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Columbia
University

From the Back Cover
"Traveling from spirit mediumship to the ethnography of the finance capital market, "In the Place of Origins"
combines theoretical bravura with brilliant narrative skill. As it comments on ethnographic self-fashioning in
Thailand, it also examines the mediumship of disciplinary ethnography, and the alterity it so anxiously seeks
to expell. This is a text of dazzling instructive simplicity."--Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Columbia
University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shane Ward:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for us. The book In the Place of Origins: Modernity and Its Mediums in Northern
Thailand (Body, Commodity, Text) ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course
you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book In the Place of Origins: Modernity
and Its Mediums in Northern Thailand (Body, Commodity, Text) is not only giving you considerably more
new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time
to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book In the Place of Origins: Modernity and Its
Mediums in Northern Thailand (Body, Commodity, Text). You never feel lose out for everything when you



read some books.

Yasmin Parker:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled In the Place of Origins: Modernity and Its Mediums in
Northern Thailand (Body, Commodity, Text) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to
you.

Keri Yokum:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent the entire day to reading a e-book. The book In the Place of Origins: Modernity and Its Mediums in
Northern Thailand (Body, Commodity, Text) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Bryan Foxworth:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This In the Place of Origins: Modernity and Its
Mediums in Northern Thailand (Body, Commodity, Text) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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