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This English translation of a key work by one of Okinawa’s most respected
historians, Mamoru Akamine, provides a compelling new picture of the role
played by the Ryukyu Kingdom in the history of East Asia. Okinawa Island,
from which the present-day Japanese prefecture derives its name, is the largest of
the Ryukyu Islands, an archipelago that stretches between Japan and Taiwan. In
the present volume, Akamine chronicles the rise of the Ryukyu Kingdom in the
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, when it played a major part in East Asian trade
and diplomacy. Then Ryukyu was indeed the cornerstone in a vibrant East Asian
trade sphere centered on Ming China, linking what we now call Japan, Korea,
and China to Southeast Asia. With historical and cultural connections to both
Japan and China, Ryukyu also mediated diplomatically between the two nations,
whose leaders more often than not refused to deal with each other directly. But
eventually the kingdom became a victim of its own success. Political
developments in China and Japan starting in the sixteenth century brought great
changes to the region, and in 1609 Ryukyu was invaded by Satsuma, Japan’s
southernmost domain. The China-Japan geopolitical rivalry would in time be
acted out within Ryukyu itself, as one faction strove to maintain ties with China
while another supported union with rapidly modernizing Japan.

Throughout the work Akamine’s approach to Ryukyu history is distinguished by
his expert use of Chinese and Korean sources, which allows him to examine
events from several different angles. This contributes to a broad, sweeping
narrative, revealing an East Asia made up of many shifting and interrelated
parts—not just nation states pursuing their own interests. Akamine’s facility with
Chinese texts in particular uncovers telling details that add considerably to the
historical record. His meticulous account of one of Ryukyu’s tribute missions to
China, for example, or the role of feng shui in the design of Shuri Castle, the
royal and administrative center of the kingdom, is detailed without being
pedantic. As a result, readers will come away with a broader, more informed
understanding of Ryukyu’s significance in the region and the complexity of its
relations with its neighbors.
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This English translation of a key work by one of Okinawa’s most respected historians, Mamoru Akamine,
provides a compelling new picture of the role played by the Ryukyu Kingdom in the history of East Asia.
Okinawa Island, from which the present-day Japanese prefecture derives its name, is the largest of the
Ryukyu Islands, an archipelago that stretches between Japan and Taiwan. In the present volume, Akamine
chronicles the rise of the Ryukyu Kingdom in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, when it played a major
part in East Asian trade and diplomacy. Then Ryukyu was indeed the cornerstone in a vibrant East Asian
trade sphere centered on Ming China, linking what we now call Japan, Korea, and China to Southeast Asia.
With historical and cultural connections to both Japan and China, Ryukyu also mediated diplomatically
between the two nations, whose leaders more often than not refused to deal with each other directly. But
eventually the kingdom became a victim of its own success. Political developments in China and Japan
starting in the sixteenth century brought great changes to the region, and in 1609 Ryukyu was invaded by
Satsuma, Japan’s southernmost domain. The China-Japan geopolitical rivalry would in time be acted out
within Ryukyu itself, as one faction strove to maintain ties with China while another supported union with
rapidly modernizing Japan.

Throughout the work Akamine’s approach to Ryukyu history is distinguished by his expert use of Chinese
and Korean sources, which allows him to examine events from several different angles. This contributes to a
broad, sweeping narrative, revealing an East Asia made up of many shifting and interrelated parts—not just
nation states pursuing their own interests. Akamine’s facility with Chinese texts in particular uncovers telling
details that add considerably to the historical record. His meticulous account of one of Ryukyu’s tribute
missions to China, for example, or the role of feng shui in the design of Shuri Castle, the royal and
administrative center of the kingdom, is detailed without being pedantic. As a result, readers will come away
with a broader, more informed understanding of Ryukyu’s significance in the region and the complexity of
its relations with its neighbors.
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Editorial Review

Review
This is a welcome addition to the growing body of literature on Okinawan history, especially for the pre-
19th-century period. . . . Akamine captures the dynamism that tied the Ryukyu kingdom to Southeast Asian
countries, China, European merchants, and pirates.-- "Choice"

Review
This is a welcome addition to the growing body of literature on Okinawan history, especially for the pre-
19th-century period. . . . Akamine captures the dynamism that tied the Ryukyu kingdom to Southeast Asian
countries, China, European merchants, and pirates. (Choice)

For 27 years prior, the U.S. administered the islands, a continuous period of occupation that began after the
Battle of Okinawa in June 1945. This makes the new translation of Mamoru Akamine’s The Ryukyu
Kingdom: Cornerstone of East Asia both welcome and timely. (Japan Times)

About the Author
Mamoru Akamine (Author)
Mamoru Akamine is professor in the Department of Languages and Cultures at the University of the
Ryukyus.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Billie Duran:

The book The Ryukyu Kingdom: Cornerstone of East Asia can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book The
Ryukyu Kingdom: Cornerstone of East Asia? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one
aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share
all of these. Book The Ryukyu Kingdom: Cornerstone of East Asia has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Katie Grossi:

You may get this The Ryukyu Kingdom: Cornerstone of East Asia by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through
e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways



for you.

Clifford Caldwell:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Ryukyu Kingdom: Cornerstone of East
Asia was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Ryukyu Kingdom:
Cornerstone of East Asia has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and
try to like reading which.

Maurice Conner:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book The Ryukyu Kingdom: Cornerstone
of East Asia to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when
you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
examine it. Beside that the guide The Ryukyu Kingdom: Cornerstone of East Asia can to be your brand new
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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