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What role have communication media played in the formation of modern
societies? How should we understand the social impact of new forms of
communication and information diffusion, from the advent of printing in
fifteenth-century Europe to the expansion of global communication networks
today? In this major new work, Thompson addresses these and other questions by
elaborating a distinctive social theory of communication media and their impact.
He argues that the development of communication media has transformed the
spatial and temporal constitution of social life, creating new forms of action and
interaction which are no longer linked to the sharing of acommon locale. The
conseguences of this transformation are far-reaching and impinge on many
aspects of our lives, from the most intimate aspects of personal experience and
self-formation to the changing nature of power and visibility in the public
domain. Combining breadth of vision with sensitivity to detail, this book situates
the study of the mediawhere it belongs: among a set of disciplines concerned
with the emergence, development and structural characteristics of modern
societies and their futures.
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What role have communication media played in the formation of modern societies? How should we
understand the social impact of new forms of communication and information diffusion, from the advent of
printing in fifteenth-century Europe to the expansion of global communication networks today? In this major
new work, Thompson addresses these and other questions by elaborating a distinctive social theory of
communication media and their impact. He argues that the development of communication media has
transformed the spatial and temporal constitution of social life, creating new forms of action and interaction
which are no longer linked to the sharing of a common locale. The consequences of this transformation are
far-reaching and impinge on many aspects of our lives, from the most intimate aspects of personal
experience and self-formation to the changing nature of power and visibility in the public domain.
Combining breadth of vision with sensitivity to detail, this book situates the study of the mediawhere it
belongs: among a set of disciplines concerned with the emergence, development and structural
characteristics of modern societies and their futures.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Thompson is foremost among sociol ogists to grasp and assess the importance of the mass mediain modern
social theory. He does so in this. . . fresh and compelling story of modernity. Thompson writes with
tremendous scope, insight, and precision.” 2James Lull, San Jose State University

From the Back Cover
In this major new work Thompson addresses these and other questions by elaborating a distinctive social
theory of communication media and their impact.

About the Author
John B. Thompson is Reader in Sociology at the University of Cambridge and Fellow of Jesus College,
Cambridge.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
ArturoHasan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Media and Modernity: A Social Theory of the Media. Try to face the
book The Media and Maodernity: A Social Theory of the Media as your pal. It meansthat it can being your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Y eah, it isvery
fortuned for you. The book makes you alot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book.
So, we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Kathleen Strickland:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Media and Modernity: A Social
Theory of the Media publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your persona hunger then you still question The Media and
Modernity: A Socia Theory of the Media as good book not only by the cover but also by content. Thisis one
publication that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth senseto
pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.

Herbert Willams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got |earners? We believe that that question was



given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou have to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this The Media
and Modernity: A Socia Theory of the Media.

Pandora Rice:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt thiswhen
they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book The Media and Modernity: A Social
Theory of the Mediato make your personal reading is interesting. Y our own skill of reading talent is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the sensation about book and reading through especialy. It isto befirst opinion for you to like to
available abook and study it. Beside that the guide The Media and Modernity: A Social Theory of the Media
can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of
that time.
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