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In If We Must Die: From Bigger Thomas to Biggie Smalls, author Aimé J. Ellis
argues that throughout slavery, the Jim Crow era, and more recently in the
proliferation of the prison industrial complex, the violent threat of death has
functioned as a coercive disciplinary practice of social control over black men. In
this provocative volume, Ellis delves into a variety of literary and cultural texts to
consider unlawful and extralegal violence like lynching, mob violence, and
"white riots," in addition to state violence such as state-sanctioned execution, the
unregulated use of force by police and prison guards, state neglect or inaction,
and denial of human and civil rights.

Focusing primarily on young black men who are depicted or see themselves as
"bad niggers," gangbangers, thugs, social outcasts, high school drop-outs, or
prison inmates, Ellis looks at the self-affirming embrace of deathly violence and
death-defiance-both imagined and lived-in a diverse body of cultural works.
From Richard Wright's literary classic Native Son, Eldridge Cleaver's prison
memoir Soul on Ice, and Nathan McCall's autobiography Makes Me Wanna
Holler to the hip hop music of Eazy-E, Tupac Shakur, Notorious B.I.G., and
D'Angelo, Ellis investigates black men's representational identifications with and
attachments to death, violence, and death-defiance as a way of coping with and
negotiating late-twentieth and early twenty-first century culture.

Distinct from a sociological study of the material conditions that impact urban
black life, If We Must Die investigates the many ways that those material
conditions and lived experiences profoundly shape black male identity and self-
image. African Amerian studies scholars and those interested in race in
contemporary American culture will appreciate this thought-provoking volume.
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In If We Must Die: From Bigger Thomas to Biggie Smalls, author Aimé J. Ellis argues that throughout
slavery, the Jim Crow era, and more recently in the proliferation of the prison industrial complex, the violent
threat of death has functioned as a coercive disciplinary practice of social control over black men. In this
provocative volume, Ellis delves into a variety of literary and cultural texts to consider unlawful and
extralegal violence like lynching, mob violence, and "white riots," in addition to state violence such as state-
sanctioned execution, the unregulated use of force by police and prison guards, state neglect or inaction, and
denial of human and civil rights.

Focusing primarily on young black men who are depicted or see themselves as "bad niggers," gangbangers,
thugs, social outcasts, high school drop-outs, or prison inmates, Ellis looks at the self-affirming embrace of
deathly violence and death-defiance-both imagined and lived-in a diverse body of cultural works. From
Richard Wright's literary classic Native Son, Eldridge Cleaver's prison memoir Soul on Ice, and Nathan
McCall's autobiography Makes Me Wanna Holler to the hip hop music of Eazy-E, Tupac Shakur, Notorious
B.I.G., and D'Angelo, Ellis investigates black men's representational identifications with and attachments to
death, violence, and death-defiance as a way of coping with and negotiating late-twentieth and early twenty-
first century culture.

Distinct from a sociological study of the material conditions that impact urban black life, If We Must Die
investigates the many ways that those material conditions and lived experiences profoundly shape black male
identity and self-image. African Amerian studies scholars and those interested in race in contemporary
American culture will appreciate this thought-provoking volume.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Aimé J. Ellis was an associate professor of English and core faculty in African and African American studies
at Michigan State University until his death in 2009, following a yearlong battle with cancer.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nick McAllister:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they
acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading through
a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will want this If We Must Die: From Bigger Thomas to Biggie Smalls (African American Life
Series).

Margaretta Lee:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important normally. The book If We Must Die: From Bigger Thomas to Biggie Smalls
(African American Life Series) was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book If We Must Die: From Bigger Thomas to
Biggie Smalls (African American Life Series) is not only giving you far more new information but also to
get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try
to make relationship using the book If We Must Die: From Bigger Thomas to Biggie Smalls (African
American Life Series). You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Betsy Aguilar:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you that If We Must Die: From Bigger Thomas to
Biggie Smalls (African American Life Series) book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.



Jason Caldwell:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be If We Must Die: From Bigger Thomas to Biggie Smalls (African
American Life Series) why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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