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Demonstrating the centrality of diplomacy in the Vietnam War, Pierre Asselin
traces the secret negotiations that led up to the Paris Agreement of 1973, which
ended America's involvement but failed to bring peace in Vietnam. Because the
two sides signed the agreement under duress, he argues, the peace it promised
was doomed to unravel.

By January of 1973, the continuing military stalemate and mounting difficulties
on the domestic front forced both Washington and Hanoi to conclude that signing
a vague and largely unworkable peace agreement was the most expedient way to
achieve their most pressing objectives. For Washington, those objectives
included the release of American prisoners, military withdrawal without formal
capitulation, and preservation of American credibility in the Cold War. Hanoi, on
the other hand, sought to secure the removal of American forces, protect the
socialist revolution in the North, and improve the prospects for reunification with
the South. Using newly available archival sources from Vietnam, the United
States, and Canada, Asselin reconstructs the secret negotiations, highlighting the
creative roles of Hanoi, the National Liberation Front, and Saigon in constructing
the final settlement.
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Demonstrating the centrality of diplomacy in the Vietnam War, Pierre Asselin traces the secret negotiations
that led up to the Paris Agreement of 1973, which ended America's involvement but failed to bring peace in
Vietnam. Because the two sides signed the agreement under duress, he argues, the peace it promised was
doomed to unravel.

By January of 1973, the continuing military stalemate and mounting difficulties on the domestic front forced
both Washington and Hanoi to conclude that signing a vague and largely unworkable peace agreement was
the most expedient way to achieve their most pressing objectives. For Washington, those objectives included
the release of American prisoners, military withdrawal without formal capitulation, and preservation of
American credibility in the Cold War. Hanoi, on the other hand, sought to secure the removal of American
forces, protect the socialist revolution in the North, and improve the prospects for reunification with the
South. Using newly available archival sources from Vietnam, the United States, and Canada, Asselin
reconstructs the secret negotiations, highlighting the creative roles of Hanoi, the National Liberation Front,
and Saigon in constructing the final settlement.
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Editorial Review

Review
Pierre Asselin has made good use of both American and Vietnamese sources. This is the best study I have
seen of the process that produced the Paris Peace Agreement.
(Edwin E. Mo¯se, author of Tonkin Gulf and the Escalation of the Vietnam War)

Asselin makes an important contribution in helping us understand what happened in the secret 'Nobel Prize-
winning' negotiations between Le Duc Tho and Henry Kissinger. Two years later South Vietnam no longer
existed. Asselin makes a powerful case that the outcome of the war was determined not on the battlefield, but
at the negotiating table.
(Larry Berman, author of No Peace, No Honor: Nixon, Kissinger, and Betrayal in Vietnam)

Review
Asselin is a part of a new generation of Vietnam scholars who are defying the academic taboo against
addressing the torturous war period from perspectives both north and south of the seventeenth parallel. . . .
Asselin's work will undoubtedly advance the discussion on the Vietnamese-American War enormously. A
Bitter Peace is an excellent contribution to the literature that will hopefully encourage present and future
scholars of Vietnam to finally address issues of that most taboo war.--Journal of Asian Studies

A well-researched, beginning work of scholarship that should be read by all interested in the Vietnam
War.--Journal of American History

A Bitter Peace is a welcome addition to the burgeoning literature on the last stages of the Vietnam
War.--International History Review

This is an impressive work of diplomatic history and an important contribution to the growing body of 'new
Cold War history.'--Virginia Quarterly Review

Making use of extraordinary new documents from archives in the United States and Vietnam, Pierre Asselin
makes an important contribution in helping us understand what happened in the secret 'Nobel Prize-winning'
negotiations between Le Duc Tho and Henry Kissinger. Two years later South Vietnam no longer existed.
Asselin makes a powerful case that the outcome of the war was determined not on the battlefield, but at the
negotiating table.--Larry Berman, author of No Peace, No Honor: Nixon, Kissinger, and Betrayal in Vietnam

As good an account of the 1972 negotiations and the resulting agreement as we are likely to get.--American



Historical Review

Pierre Asselin has made good use of both American and Vietnamese sources. This is the best study I have
seen of the process that produced the Paris Peace Agreement.--Edwin E. Moise, Clemson University

About the Author
Pierre Asselin is assistant professor of history at the Kapiolani campus of the University of Hawaii.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Robertson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this A Bitter Peace: Washington, Hanoi, and the Making of the Paris
Agreement (New Cold War History).

Doug Campbell:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
find the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take A Bitter Peace: Washington, Hanoi, and the
Making of the Paris Agreement (New Cold War History) as your daily resource information.

Rose Taylor:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large amount
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is actually A Bitter Peace: Washington, Hanoi, and the Making of the Paris Agreement (New Cold War
History).



Dixie Jones:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this A Bitter Peace: Washington, Hanoi, and
the Making of the Paris Agreement (New Cold War History) publication written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger
then you still hesitation A Bitter Peace: Washington, Hanoi, and the Making of the Paris Agreement (New
Cold War History) as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can
break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.
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