
Transpacific Femininities: The Making of the
Modern Filipina

By MS Denise Cruz

Transpacific Femininities: The Making of the Modern Filipina By MS
Denise Cruz

In this groundbreaking study, Denise Cruz investigates the importance of the
figure she terms the "transpacific Filipina" to Philippine nationalism, women's
suffrage, and constructions of modernity. Her analysis illuminates connections
between the rise in the number of Philippine works produced in English and the
emergence of new social classes of transpacific women during the early to mid-
twentieth century.

Through a careful study of multiple texts produced by Filipina and Filipino
writers in the Philippines and the United States—including novels and short
stories, newspaper and magazine articles, conduct manuals, and editorial
cartoons—Cruz provides a new archive and fresh perspectives for understanding
Philippine literature and culture. She demonstrates that the modern Filipina did
not emerge as a simple byproduct of American and Spanish colonial regimes, but
rather was the result of political, economic, and cultural interactions among the
Philippines, Spain, the United States, and Japan. Cruz shows how the complex
interplay of feminism, nationalism, empire, and modernity helped to shape, and
were shaped by, conceptions of the transpacific Filipina.
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In this groundbreaking study, Denise Cruz investigates the importance of the figure she terms the
"transpacific Filipina" to Philippine nationalism, women's suffrage, and constructions of modernity. Her
analysis illuminates connections between the rise in the number of Philippine works produced in English and
the emergence of new social classes of transpacific women during the early to mid-twentieth century.

Through a careful study of multiple texts produced by Filipina and Filipino writers in the Philippines and the
United States—including novels and short stories, newspaper and magazine articles, conduct manuals, and
editorial cartoons—Cruz provides a new archive and fresh perspectives for understanding Philippine
literature and culture. She demonstrates that the modern Filipina did not emerge as a simple byproduct of
American and Spanish colonial regimes, but rather was the result of political, economic, and cultural
interactions among the Philippines, Spain, the United States, and Japan. Cruz shows how the complex
interplay of feminism, nationalism, empire, and modernity helped to shape, and were shaped by, conceptions
of the transpacific Filipina.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Offering elegantly written, provocatively framed, and meticulously analyzed historical and cultural
accounts of Filipino modern feminine formations between the early twentieth century and the years
immediately after the Second World War, Denise Cruz fills a gap in the scholarly literature by boldly
asserting the primacy of transnational connections."
(Martin F. Manalansan IV, author of Global Divas: Filipino Gay Men in the Diaspora)

Transpacific Femininities is really quite extraordinary. By sustained critical attention on the figure of the
transpacific Filipina, Denise Cruz tells a story that not only returns deep and irreducible complexity to the
women and women writers whose lives and work create a network of affiliations and intimacies across the
Pacific, but that also shows us how vital gender was and is to apprehending the incredibly complicated
interrelations among the histories, cultures, and politics of the Philippines, the United States, and Japan.
Where many are apt to declare the significance of empire, race, nation, and gender, Cruz *shows* their
linked importance. Amazingly, she does so by taking her readers through as varied grounds as the emergence
of English-language literary cultures in the Philippines, to the shifting deployments and meanings of
femininity across the writings of authors who are sometimes conservative, sometimes transgressive, and
always illuminating, without confining the Filipina to a singular narrative. We learn a great deal about the
circuits of signification, desire, and empire that constitute twentieth century histories of the Pacific."
(Kandice Chuh, author of Imagine Otherwise: On Asian Americanist Critique)

“Cruz’s project has many strengths. . . . Transpacific Femininities provides a nuanced perspective to existing
literature on women’s history, colonialism in the Pacific, Asian American studies, and transnational studies
at large.” 
(Joanne L. Rondilla Journal of Asian Studies)

"This book will be of interest to a wide range of scholars in Asian, American and Gender Studies, and across
the disciplines of Sociology, Geography, History, and Anthropology. It is a rich historical account that does a
lot of conceptual work with great subtlety. Transpacific Femininities is written to be widely accessible and
could be easily used in a wide range of undergraduate and graduate classes." 
(Geraldine Pratt Pacific Affairs)

“Cruz’s analysis is challenging and often subtle, for, as she maintains, the modern woman in the Philippines
was not always simply westernized but was a blended cultural hybrid…Readers in the field of ethnic
feminist literature will appreciate her annotations, her summaries of hard to find literary texts, and her
discussion of the arguments of other scholars.”
(Frederick J. Augustyn Journal of American Culture)

“Transpacific Femininities re-frames and expands the boundaries of the study of race, gender, and empire in
Philippine and Filipino American studies in a compelling transnational and global context. It is essential
reading for students and scholars of Philippine, Asian American, and gender and women’s studies.”
(Catherine Ceniza Choy Journal of American Ethnic History)

About the Author



Denise Cruz is Assistant Professor of English and American Studies at Indiana University. She is the editor
of Yay Panlilio's The Crucible: An Autobiography by Colonel Yay, Filipina American Guerrilla.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roy Christy:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Transpacific Femininities: The Making of the
Modern Filipina. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important a book Transpacific Femininities: The Making of the Modern Filipina. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or even
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Elsie Canada:

This Transpacific Femininities: The Making of the Modern Filipina book is simply not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. This specific Transpacific Femininities: The Making of the Modern Filipina without we
understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up
being worry Transpacific Femininities: The Making of the Modern Filipina can bring if you are and not
make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This Transpacific Femininities: The Making of the Modern Filipina having great arrangement
in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Harriet Dupree:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Transpacific
Femininities: The Making of the Modern Filipina suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled Transpacific Femininities: The Making of the Modern Filipinais a single
of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained
their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book
will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within
this book.

Melissa Broussard:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.



When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Transpacific Femininities: The Making of the Modern Filipina, it is possible to tells your family, friends
and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.
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