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This edition of Walter Van Tilburg Clark’s collection of short stories—which
includes “Hook,” Clark’s most renowned story—makes these pieces available
again to a new generation of readers.

Critic John R. Milton once said that Walter Van Tilburg Clark "did perhaps more
than anyone else to define (in his fiction) the mode of perception, the acquisition
of knowledge, and the style which we tend to call Western." In 1950, Walter Van
Tilburg Clark, author of the acclaimed novel The Ox-Bow Incident, published a
collection of short stories that had already won distinction in various national
magazines. The collection was well received by reviewers, and subsequent critics
have noted that these stories reflect both Clark’s literary power and the major
concerns of his novels: the interior and intuitive complexities of good and evil,
and the fragile, intricate web that connects humankind to the rest of the natural
world.

A foreword by Ann Ronald, one of the West’s most astute literary critics, sets the
stories into the context of Clark’s oeuvre and illuminates the way they reveal
crucial characteristics of this writer’s imagination.
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This edition of Walter Van Tilburg Clark’s collection of short stories—which includes “Hook,” Clark’s most
renowned story—makes these pieces available again to a new generation of readers.

Critic John R. Milton once said that Walter Van Tilburg Clark "did perhaps more than anyone else to define
(in his fiction) the mode of perception, the acquisition of knowledge, and the style which we tend to call
Western." In 1950, Walter Van Tilburg Clark, author of the acclaimed novel The Ox-Bow Incident, published
a collection of short stories that had already won distinction in various national magazines. The collection
was well received by reviewers, and subsequent critics have noted that these stories reflect both Clark’s
literary power and the major concerns of his novels: the interior and intuitive complexities of good and evil,
and the fragile, intricate web that connects humankind to the rest of the natural world.

A foreword by Ann Ronald, one of the West’s most astute literary critics, sets the stories into the context of
Clark’s oeuvre and illuminates the way they reveal crucial characteristics of this writer’s imagination.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Clark appears in this collection of his short stories as a sensitive and cultivated writer, as much at home
with the knowledgeable outdoor men and their natural world as with intellectuals and academicians.... This
unlikely but graceful combination seems to be responsible for a prose style that is wiry, masculine, and
mature.” —The Nation

“One of the few distinguished ‘first collections’ to appear in our time comparable with such volumes as
Hemingway’s In Our Time, Faulkner’s These Thirteen, and Eudora Welty’s A Curtain of Green.”
—Saturday Review of Literature

About the Author

Walter Van Tilburg Clark, author of The Ox-box Incident , The City of Trembling Leaves, The Watchful
Gods and Other Stories & The Track of the Cat, lived in Virginia City and is considered one of Nevada's
most distinguished novelists. Born in 1909, he ranks as one of Nevada's most distinguished literary figures in
the twentieth century, as well as a leading interpreter of the American West. Clark died in Virginia City,
Nevada, in 1971.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dennis Johnson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name The Watchful
Gods And Other Stories (Western Literature Series) suitable to you? The book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Watchful Gods And Other Stories (Western Literature
Series)is the one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book.
This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world in this book.

Lawrence Richardson:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This The Watchful Gods And Other
Stories (Western Literature Series) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book.
It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.



Gilbert Kimmel:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
ok you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Watchful Gods And
Other Stories (Western Literature Series) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.

Harry Branham:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes reading,
not only science book and also novel and The Watchful Gods And Other Stories (Western Literature Series)
or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes The
Watchful Gods And Other Stories (Western Literature Series) to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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